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PRINTED  AND  PUBLISHED,  EVERY  SATURDAY,  j  oDe  knows  it  wRs,  then,  is  it  Dot  evident,  that 


BY  BARENT  GARDENIER,  the  delicate  and  difficult  qeustion  of  impress- 

No.  34  CEDAR-STREET ;  iDents,  was  not  deemed  sufficient  to  warrant  a 

At  FIVE  DOLLARS  per  annum ;  payable  by  city  continuance  of  the  non-intercourse.  And  if  so, 
at  tlie  end  of  six  months  from  the  and  our  government  stands,’ by  its  own  act, 
publication  of  the  first  number,  [October  committed  on  that  point,  then  1  should  like  to 
25,  1813,]  and  by  others,  in  advance.  know,  why,  after  the  orders  in  council  were 

HT*  JU  the  numbers  may  be  had,  from  the  actually  revoked,  the  war  should  be  conlmtied’ 
C(nnmence7n€nt,  question  of  impressments.  To  make 

_ _  I  ■  . .  this  a  little  plainer,  if  greater  plainness  it 

The  mediation. - The  use  which  the  ad-  needs,  let  us  suppose,  that,  in  conformity  with 

ministration  and  its  underlings,  have  endea-  Erskine’s  arrangement,  due  atonement 
voured  to  make  of  the  refusal  of  Great  Britain,  had  been,  made  for  the  affair  of  the  Chesa- 
to  submit  the  difference  between  us  and  that  ^nd  that  the  orders  in  council  had 

power,  to  the  mediation  of  the  emperor  of  Ihen  really  i*croked ;  and  that  after,  and 
Russia,  has  been,  to  excite  the  resentments  consequence  thereof,  the  repeal  of  the  non-* 
and  to  inflame  the  passions  of  their  partizans,  ii^tcrcourse  had  been  confirmed.  Let  us  sup- 
agaiust  Great  Britain;  to  draw  upon  those  re-  P^se,  that  under  these  circumstances,  it  had 
sentincnts  and  passions,  for  such  an  indigna-  heen  attempted  to  procure  a  declaration  ol 
tion,  as  might  induce  these  partizans  to  con-  ^^Inst  Great  Britain,  because  she  refused 
tinue  their  support  of  the  war;  in  one  word,  fo3,rrange  the  delicate  matter  of  impressment 
the  use  they  have  endeavoured  to  make  of  this  f^ste :  could  such  an  attempt  have  suc-^ 

refusal,  has  been,  to  render  the  war  popular,  needed?  Would  not  the  nation  have  revolted. 
Under  these  circumstances,  it  is  important  to  unanimously,  from  the  idea  of  committing  their 
inquire,  whether  the  mission  itself  had,  from  destinies  to  the  fortunes  of  war,  on  such  a 
the  beginning,  any  other  object  than  this,  in  question?  To  this  inquiry  there  can  be  but 
view.  My  own  impression  is,  that  it  had  not.  reply.  It  would  not  have  been  endured. 
Perhaps  I  am,  in  some  degree,  induced  to  this  then,  where  lies  the  difference  between 
opinion,  from  things,  which  I  once  saw  and  commencing^  and  the  continuing  of  a  war, 
heard;  but  of  which  I  cannot  now,  convenient-  if  ground  be  the  same  in  the  rm«  case  as 
ly,  speak.  The  patience  of  the  reader  is,  how  other?  If  it  would  have  been  unwise  to 

ever,  respectfully  solicited,  while  the  reasons,  commence  war  for  a  certain  purpose,  can  it  be 
immediately  connected  with  the  subject,  are  to  continue  it  for  the  very  same  purpose? 
detailed.  tf  it  was  wise^  if  it  was  right,  to  discontinue, 

I  do  not  rely  merely  upon  the  fact,  known  to  such  a  thing  as  the  non-intercourse^  because  it 
every  one,  that  the  British  orders  in  council,  promised  that  the  orders  in  council  should 
were  the  great,  and  almost  only  cause,  we  be  revoked ;  can  it  be  wise,  can  it  be  right,  to 
formerly  heard  urged,  with  any  degree  of  zeal,  continue  the  war,  when,  and  although,  these 
to  justify  the  commencement  of  the  war.  In  orders  in  councii  liave  been  actually,  and  bona 
the  arrangement  with  Mr.  Erskine,  the  matter  Jide^  revoked?  Nothing  worse  has  happened,  ia 
of  impressments,  was  entirely  passed  over,  relation  to  impressments,  since  the  arrange- 
and  the  non-intercourse  suspended,  because  the  ment  with  Mr.  Erskine,  than  existed  before; 
orders  in  council  were,  by  3Ir.  Erskine,  agreed 
to  be  repealed ;  and  the  non-interconrse,  we 
all  remember,  was  a  device,  by  which  Great 
Britain  was  to  be  compelled  to  acknowledge 
our  rights.  Now,  if  this  repeal,  then  promised, 
did  acknowledge  our  rights;  and  if  the  non-in- 
tercotirse  was,  therefore,  suspended,  as  every 


in  fact,  we  haYe,  since  that  period,  heard  of 
scarcely  a  new  case,  certainly  y/etj  fern;  and 
many,  a  great  many,  have  been  discharged. 
And  yet,  this  very  point,  which  five  years  ago, 
was  deemed  of  so  little  consequence,  that  it 
was  not  thought  worth  while,  for  the  purpose 
of  carrying  it,  to  eon  tinue  the  wmparativefy 
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trifling  incod vcuie/WJcs  of  a  flon-intercourse; 
this  very  point  is  noiv  deemed  sufficiently  im¬ 
portant,  to  warrant  a  continuance  of  the  hor¬ 
rors  and  miseries  of  a  calamitous,  a  disastrous, 
and  a  destructive  war!  The  statute  book  of 
the  United  States,  teems  with  provisions,  that 
oar  embargoes  and  non-intercourses  are  all  to 
cease,  as  soou  as  the  orders  in  council  shall  be 
repealed.  Our  government,  tlierefore,  stood, 
and  still  stands,  committed^  estopped^  as  the 
lawyers  would  term  it;  and  that,  both  in  law 
BXidfacL  They  have  said,  over  and  over  again, 
that  the  orders  in  council  were  the  cause  of 
our  difficulties  with  Great  Britain;  and  that 
when  these  should  be  revoked,  the  relations 
of  amity  should  be  restored  between  us.  And 
yet  in  the  face  of  these  notorious  facts,  they 
now  insist  on  a  new  matter^  as  a  justification 
for  continuing  upon  our  coantry,  the  greatest 
^il,  which  a  government  can  inflict  upon  a 
prosperous  and  happy  people !  | 

Is  government  to  be  absolved  from  the  de- ! 
comm  we  should  demand  in  an  individual?  Is 
gavernmetU  to  be  supported  in  continuing  the 
public  misery,  when  it  acts  with  am  inconsis¬ 
tency  and  a  perfidy,  that  w  ould  disgrace  2l  pri¬ 
vate  gentleman?  Or  is  a  man,  when  he  happens 
tt>  become  president,  permitted  to  play  fast 
and  loose,  with  principles,  openly  avowed; 
principles,  again  and  again  reiterated,  again 
and  again,  actually  practised  upon,  and  thus 
doubly  confirmed? 

Down  to  the  very  day,  on  which  Mr.  Mon¬ 
roe  w  rote  to  Mr.  Adams  the  letter,  which  w  ill 
be  found  in  page  153,  of  this  work,  the  same 
ground  was*  cxciusivefy  and  obstinately  main¬ 
tained.  In  that  letter,  dated  July  1,  1812,  the 
secretary  informs  Mr.  Adams  of  the  declara¬ 
tion  of  war  having  passed  on  the  18th  of  the 
preceding  month;  in  that  letter  he  gives  the 
reasmi  for  the  war,  as  it  had,  long  before  been 
given,  and  here  it  is,  all  of  it  : 

“You  are  too  well  acquainted  with  the 
causes  which  produceil  this  result,  to  require 
any  explamition  of  them.  As  it  appeared  that 
Great  Britain  would  not  revoke  her  orders  iu 
eouucil,  on  the  just  grounds  on  which  it  w'as 
ejaimed,  but  enlarged  the  conditions  on  which 
she  professed  her  willingness  to  revoke  them, 
there  remained  do  honourable  course  for  the 
United  States  to  pursue,  short  of  war.  On  full 
consideration  of  all  circumstances,  this  mea- 
6ure  w  as  adopted,  and  the  government  is  re¬ 
solved  to  pursue  it,  till  its  objects  are  accom¬ 
plished,  w  ith  the  utmost  decision  and  s^ctivity 
ifl  its  iMJwer.” 


The  cause  of  the  niar  was  thus  explicitly  Set 
fortli^  and  let  it  be  remembered,  in  an  official 
letter^  and  for  official  purposes ;  in  a  letter  from 
the  American  secretary  of  state^  to  the  AmerU 
can  minister  at  the  court  of  the  emperor  qf 
Russia;  and  for  the  information  and  govern^ 
ment  of  that  minister.  The  emperor  l)eing 
in  friendsliip  and  alliance  with  Great  Britain, 
it  was  certain,  that  for  Great  Britain  to  have 
a  new  war  put  upon  her,  just  as  the  emperor 
was  about  engaging  with  her  in  a  contest,  not 
only  for  the  liberties  of  Europe,  but  the  pre¬ 
servation  of  his  own  dominions,  and  his  crown, 
it  could  not  but  be  a  very  disagreeable  circum¬ 
stance  to  him.  Mr.  Adams  was,  therefore, 
instructed  as  to  the  cause  of  this  war,  in  the 
manner  we  have  just  seen,  and,  of  course,  to 
make  his  representation,  accnrdintrly,  to  the 
emperor.  In  what  manner  he  did  tliis,  we  are 
not  permitted  to  know,  for  the  president  has 
not  condescended  to  communicate  it.  There 
can  be  no  doubt,  however,  that  as  our  secre¬ 
tary  of  state  had  pressed  ihhui  our  minister  in 
Russia,  the  orders  in  council,  as  the  true  cause 
of  the  war ;  our  minister  pressed  the  same  to¬ 
pic,  on  the  Russian  government ;  and,  as  was 
very  natural,  with  great  effect,  under  the  pe¬ 
culiar  circumstances  of  that  period.  I  say,  that 
period,  because  in  these  matters,  daies  are  of 
immense  importance. 

What  were  those  circumstances?  The  em¬ 
peror  and  all  Europe  knew,  that  the  French 
decrees  had  been  repealed ;  that  the  only  re¬ 
maining  pretewe,  there  could  be,  on  the  part 
of  the  United  States,  for  the  continuance  of 
the  war,  iinjircssroents,  w’as  one  to  which  onr 
government  had,  in  point  of  practice,  been  uni¬ 
formly  indifferent.  Mr.  Adams,  following  the 
instructions  contained  in  Mr.  Monroe’s  letter, 
had  assured  him,  that  the  onlers  hi  council  were 
the  great  point  in  controversy ;  and  hereupon^ 
the  emperor  offers  his  mediation ;  and  through 
the  Russian  minister  here,  it  is  communicated 
to  our  government  by  letter,  dated  the  8th  of 
March,  1813.  llie  snm  and  substance  of  this 
letter  is,  that  the  mediation  has  been  “  aUkt’*’* 
offered  to  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States  j 
and  that  he,  Mr.  Daschkoff^  was  authorized  to 
propose  the  matter,  to  the  United  States.  The 
Russian  minister  concludes,  with  requesting  a 
favourable  answer.  The  answer  of  Mr.  Mon¬ 
roe,  dated  the  11th  of  the  same  month,  com- 
iDunicates,  not  only  an  acceptance  of  the 
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Paltry  politicians,  as  th^y  ar«,  and  weak  as 


dlation,  but  also,  a  resolution,  too  crazy,  for 
the  Enipcror  Paul  himseir,  ever  to  have  looked 
for. 

This  point  is  well  worthy  of*  being  well  con¬ 
sidered. 

The  Russian  emperor  ask^,  will  you  agree, 
on  your  part,  that  I- shall  be  mediator,  if  Great 
Britain  agrees  to  it,  on  her  part  ?  The  answ^er 
of  our  president  is,  we  not  only  agree  to  it, 
but  we  agree  to  it,  whether  Great  Britain 
does  or  not !  for,  says  Mr.  Monroe,  in  the  an¬ 
swer, 

“  The  president  instnicts  me  to  inform  you, 
that  he  willingly  accepts  the  mediation  of 
your  sovereign,  to  promote  peace  between 
the  United  States  and  Great  Britain.  I  am 
instructed,  a/50,  to  state,  that  such  arrange¬ 
ments  will  be  made,  rrithmU  delay^  as  will  af¬ 
ford  to  his  imperial  majCnSty  tlie  opportunity 
he  has  invited,  to  interjwse  his  good  offices  for 
the  accomplishment  of  so  important  an  event. 
Of  these  arrangements  I  shall  have  the  honour 
to  advise  you  in  an  early  communication.” 

These  ”  arrangements*'  were,  the  appoint¬ 
ment  of  envoys,  which  followed,  as  we  a*il  re- 
memlier,  so  closely  on  the  heels  of  Mr.  Dasch- 
koff’s  pro{)osal. 

We  witness  here  an  alacrity  truly  astonish- 
gin  ;  especially  when  it  is  coasidered,  that  so 
far  from  being  called  for,  tlie  measure  itself 
was  not  requested  by  the  Russian  emperor. 
He  asks  simply,  whetliCT  they  will  agree  to 
bis  mediation,  if  Great  Britain  will  ?  They  an¬ 
swer,  that  they  will  send  ambassadors  instant¬ 
ly,  and  that  without  knowing  whether  Great 
Britain  agrees  or  not,  to  the  offer  of  mediation 
made  to  her ;  and  accordingly,  Mr.  Bayard 
and  Mr.  Gallatin  are  despatched  off  hand. 
This  proceeding  has,  at  first  blush,  and  under  | 
a  superficial  view  of  the  matter,  great  ap¬ 
pearance  of  a  desire  of  peace.  And  many 
jK)rsons,  1  presume,  have  attributed  this 
strange  proceeding,  to  an  over  anxious  desire 
of  peace.  But,  if  the  whole  conduct  of  our 
administration  be  considered ;  indeed,  if  we 
take  iuto  view,  only  the  hurry  with  which  the 
war  was  declared,  evidently  that  Great  Britain 
might  have  no  opportunity  to  repeal  her  edicts, 
as  the  French  had  just  done  theirs;  and  that 
the  country  was  not  then,  in  any  respect,  pre¬ 
pared  for  war,  to  say  nothing  of  the  cause  of 
war,  itself,  this  sudden  impatience  for  peace, 
^eems  almost  unaccountable. 

And,  therefore,  the  conduct  of  our  adminis- 
^tion  cannot  be  areomited  for  on  that  grpimd. 


they  have  shown  themselves  to  be,  1  cannot 
conceive  them  so  weak,  as  not  to  have  felt  the 
impropriety  of  so  much  precipitancy  ;  of  so 
much  unasked,  undcsired  precipitancy.  Was 
it  not  more  likely  than  otherwise,  that  Great 
Britian  would  ciioose  to  “manage  her  own  af¬ 
fairs,  ill  her  own  way,  unembarrassed  by  tod 
much  regulation?”  That  she  would  be  unwil¬ 
ling  to  submit  her  “maritime  rights”  to  the 
mediation  of  any  power  ?  And  if,  ultimately, 
she  should,  was  it  not  plain,  that  the  Emperor 
Alexander  would  be  placed  iu  a  strange  and 
awfcw^ard  predicament  ?  Many  other  conside¬ 
rations  might  be  urged,  but  they  will  natural¬ 
ly  present  themselves  to  the  mind  of  the  rea^*  ‘ 
der,  to  prove,  that  before  our  embassy  was 
despatched,  there  should  have  been  a  ceriahi^ 
ty,  that  it  would  be  met  by  one  from  Great 
Britain. 

Assuredly  very  little  time  could  be  lost. 

For  we  find,  by  Mr.  Adams’s  letter,  of  tfie* 
301h  September,  1812,  (see  page  153,)  that  on* 
the  1st  of  that  mouth,  the  matter  of  thf'  me¬ 
diation  had  been  broke  to  him  by  the  Rnsstan' 
chancellor.  Of  course,  it  must  have  been* 
mentioned  aliout  tlie  same  time,  by  the  same* 
chancellor,  to  tho  British  minister.  From' 
that  period,  to  the  following  Maich,  the  tim^' 
the  mediation  was  accepted  by  our  govenb* 
ment,  being  nearly  six  months,  our  govern¬ 
ment  either  had,  or  had  not,  received  an  intimav 
tion  of  the  temper  of  the  British  government# 
If  they  had,  the  sending  of  the  ministers  on’ 

I  their  part,  was  a  crime;  if  they  had  not,  that 
very  circumstance  should  have  excited,  and 
have  no  question  did  excite,  suspicion,  or  at 
least  doubt,  of  the  British  temper.  In  a  little 
time,  and  by  a  little  delay,  yetject  certainty 
might  have  been  attained.  And  in  a  little 
while,  1  trust,  we  shall  be  all  satisfied  that  it 
had'been  in  fact  attained,  before  our  ministers' 
sailed;  that  it  w'as  then  in  fact  known,  that 
the  mediation  of  the  Russian  emperor,  did  not* 
suit  the  British  government.  But  upon  the 
supposition,  that  nothing  was  knoiVn,  in  this 
respect,  it  was  certainly  neither  justifiable,  nof 
decent,  to  pester  the  emperor  with  our  minrsh 
ters,  and  surely  the  measure  should  never 
have  been  adopted,  until  he  had  ia^ormed  ouar 
government  that  he  nos  ready  to  receive  them. 
To  send  them  b^ore,  was  absolutely  rude7 
IVow,  ih  the’  name  of  wonder,  what  pnrpojK. 


THE  EXAMINElt. 


lb\4 

wras  all  this  improper,  indecent  and  rude  be* 
iiaviour,  to  answer?  If  it  resulted  from  a  de¬ 
sire  of  peace,  was  it  not  certain,  that  so  much 
eagerness,  on  our  part,  would  make  the  Bri¬ 
tish,  eren  had  an  actual  negotiation  taken 
place,  harder  in  their  terms  ? 

.  But  this  whole  subject  wonld  admit  of  no 
difficulty,  were  we  once  to  bring  ourselves  to 
understand,  that,  although  an  honourable  peace 
be  the  great  object  of  men  engaging  in  a  just* 
and  necessary  war ;  yet  that  in  an  improper 
and  unnecessary  war,  it  is  the  great  object  of 
the  authors  of  that  war,  to  make  it  seem,  that 
they  are  extremely  desirous  of  peace.  What 
cbmmenccs  in  mickedness,  must  be  maintained 
by  deceit.  There  is  no  other  way. 

Mr.  Adams,  no  doubt,  understands  his  em¬ 
ployers  welL  To  persevere  in  the  war,  but  to 
seem  to  be  anxious  for  peace,  constitutes  the 
whole  mystery  of  democratic  cunning;  and 
the  overtures  for  peace,  have  always  been 
most  promising,  just  at  those  periods,  when 
loans  were  mostly  wanted, 

Mr.  Adams's  letter  of  October  17thr  1812, 
discloses  a  curious  tact;  and  1  think,  a  power¬ 
ful  one.  It  is  this :  that  request  had  been 
made  to  the  British  ambassador,  to  let  an 
American  vessel  carry  the  proposition  for  a 
mediation,  to  America,  free  from  capture ;  the 
British  ambassador  consented,  provided  the 
vessel  and  messenger  should  go  by  the  way  of 
England,  the  very  place  the  vessel  ought  to 
have  gone  to>;  aad  where  she  ought  to  have 
staid,  until  the  decisiou  of  the  British  cabinet, 
could  be  obtained.  For  if  the  British  refused 
to  accede  to  the  mediatioii;  there  could  be  no 
j^ssible  use  in  proceeding  furtlier  with  the 
vessel.  But  Mr.  Adams  tells  us,  that  with 
this  proposal,  he  did  not  **  think  it  suitable  to 
comply y  Suitable !  And  why  not,  Mr.  Adams? 
Were  you  afraid  that  the  farce  of  the  Russian 
mediation  would  not,  in  that  case,  appear  on 
the  American  stage,  and  that  Mr.  Madison 
would  thus  be  debarred  from  a  fine  opportunity 
of  “splitting  the  ears  of  the  grc^mdlings.” 
Had  you  na  curiosity  to  know,  whether  the 
prodered  noedtation  was  acceptable  to  the  Bri¬ 
tish  government?  And  in  point  of  despatch,  did 
you,  really  and  truly,  prefer  the  uncertain 
mode  of  conveyance,  by  two  American 
gentlemen,^’  subject  to  capture  and  detention, 
to  the  proposed  one  of  just  touching  in  Eng¬ 
land,  to  sec  what  they  thought  of  the  business 
there f 


And  now,  honest  reader,  is  It  not  apparent^ 
that  neither  our  minister  at  St.  Petersburgh, 
nor  our  government  here,  ever  discovered  the 
smallest  curiosity,  and  never  took  the  least 
pains,  to  find  out,  what  the  disposition  of  the 
British  government  was  ?  Do  they  not  appear, 
to  have  been  totally  destitute  of  any  solicitudCr 
about  tliis  matter,  upon  which,  after  all  that 
can  be  said,  the  whole  business  turned  ? 


LEGISLATURE  OF  NEW-YORK. 

Tuesday,  Jan.  25.  A  majority  of  both  house* 
met.  Votes  for  speaker: 

James  Emott,  .  .  5S 

William  lloss,  .  .  48 


James  Van  Ingen,  clerk. 

David  Olmsted,  sergeant  at  arms. 

Batjamin  Whipple,  doorkeeper. 

Mr.  Van  Rensselaer,  of  Columbia,  said,  it  wa.i 
a  matter  of  public  notoriety,  that  our  western 
frontier  had  been  invaded  by  our  enemy,  and  that 
many  of  our  fellow  citfeens  had  been  deprived  of 
their  dwellings,  and  a  great  portion  of  tiie  means 
of  subsistence.  Whether  this  invasion  and  de- 
stniction  were  arttributable  to  the  incapacity  or 
neglect  of  the  national  or  state  administration,  in 
not  furnishing  the  means  of  defeiiee  to  that  fron¬ 
tier;  whether  this  destruction  was  warranted,  on 
the  principle  of  retaliation,  for  the  previous  burn¬ 
ing  and  destmetion,  by  oiir  army,  of  the  village 
of  Newark  in  Upper  Canada,  it  was  immaterial  to 
inquire.  All  must  agree,  that  common  charity 
rendered  it  the  duty  of  all,  that  this  legislature 
W'ere  particularly  and  imperiously  bound,  from  the 
funds  of  the  state  to  contribute  to  the  immediate 
relief  of  the  sufferers;  many  of  whom  were  at  this 
moment  wanderers,  dependent  on  tlie  charity  of 
those  little  able  to  contribute  to  their  comfort  or 
relief :  from  these  considerations  he  was  induced 
to>uflier  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  (if  the  honourable  the  senate  concur 
herein)  that  the  sum  of  dollars  be  appro¬ 

priated  towards  the  relief  of  the  indigent  sufferers 
in  the  counties  of  Niagara  and  Genesee,  in  conse¬ 
quence  of  the  late  invasion  of  the  western  frontier 
of  this  state,  and  that  the  treasurer,  on  the  war¬ 
rant  of  the  comptroller,  pay  out  of  any  moneys  in 
the  treasury,  the  said  sum,  to  the  order  of  William 
Shephertl,  Xhaddeus  Chapin,  Atwater, 

Nathaniel  Gorham,  Zachariah  Sej'mour,  Myron 
Holley,  lliomas  Beals,  Phiiiehas  P.  Bates,  Wil¬ 
liam  Wadsworth  and  Amos  Hall,  or  of  a  majority 
of  them,  w'fao  shall  dlstribate'the  same  amongst  the 
indigent  sufferers  in  the  said  counties,  in  such  man¬ 
ner,  sums  and  proportions,  as  to  them  or  a  majori- 
■  ty  of  them,  shall  seem  just  and  proper,  an  account 
of  which  shall  be  by  them  presented  to  the  comptrol¬ 
ler,  on  or  before  tne  first  day  of  August  next;  and 
the  legislature  wilFduring  tlie  present  session  make 
provision  by  law  for  the  same. 

Before  the  question  was  taken  on  tiiis  reaohitioli^ 
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excellency  the  goverifor  met  the  two  houses  in 
ike  assembly  chaiul^rf  and  delivered  the  following 

SPEECH. 

Gentlemen  of  tlie  Senate 

and  of  the  Assembly, 

It  would  have  given  me  great  satisfaction  to 
have  had  it  iny  power  to  congratulate  you  on, 
this  occasion  upon  the  return  of  the  advan¬ 
tages  and  blessings  of  peace.  The  govern- 
went  of  the  United  States,  both  before  and 
since  the  commencement  of  the  present  war 
with  Great  Britain,  has  uniformly  evinced  a 
disposition  to  adjust,  upon  liberal  and  recipro¬ 
cal  terms,  the  existing  differences  between  the 
two  nations.  The  appointment  of  envoys  ple¬ 
nipotentiary,  who  repaired  to  Europe  so  early 
as  May  last,  upon  the  proffered  mediation  of 
the  emperor  of  Russia,  furnishes  an  ineontesti- 
t)le  proof  of  tliat  disposition.  It  does  not  ap¬ 
pear  that  a  spirit  equally  conciliatory  has  in- 
tiiienced  the  councils  of  the  enemy.  The 
good  offices  of  the  emperor  Iiave  been  declined 
and  a  projiosition  has  been  submitted  to  our 
govermiient  by  the  prince  regent  for  transfer¬ 
ring  the  theatre  of*  negotiation  to  Ijondon  or 
Gottenbiirgh.  The  president  has  given  fur¬ 
ther  evid«?nce  of  his  desire  to  terminate  the 
calamities  of  war  by  acceding  to  that  overture 
also.  It  is  to  be  hoped,  that  the  contempla¬ 
ted  negotiation  may  result  in  the  conclusion  of 
an  honourable  and  lasting  peace.  But  when 
we  coiisidtT  that  pacific  conferences  are  great-: 
ly  pi*ocrastinatcd  by  the  proposed  cliange  of 
the  place  of  treating ;  when  we  reflect  upon 
the  non-acceptajice  by  the  prince  regent  of 
the  mediation  of  his  illustrious  friend  and  ally; 
upon  the  former  inadmissible  pretensions  of 
the  British  government,  and  upon  the  terms  of 
Lord  Castlereagh’s  recent  communication  to 
the  secretary  ofstate,  our  hope  of  a  favourable 
issue  ought  not  to  be  sanguine.  If  the  late 
proposition  has  proceeded  from  a  willingucss 
to  restore  amity  upon  principles  which  may 
be  mutual  and  consistent  wHb  the  estabKsh- 
^  maxims  of  public  law,  the  impending  con¬ 
ferences  will  very  probably  eventuate  propi- 
ii<wsly.  Bnt  we  ought  not  to  permit  the  hope 
ol  that  result  to  lull  us  into  a  fatal  security ; 
for  it  may  be  that  we  must  ultimately  depend 
upon  an  unanimous,  vigorous  and  successful 
prosecution  of  the  unavoidable  contest  in 
which  we  are  involved,  for  the  establishment 
and  security  of  our  Just  rights. 

It  was  nat  to  be  expected,  after  so  long  a 
period  of  peace,  that  upon  the  first  declara¬ 
tion  of  a  war  by  the  United  States,  a  well  or¬ 
ganized  and  efficient  army  could  immediately 
be  brougld  into  the  field.  There  was  little  of 
the  experience  of  the  revolution  remaiiuiig  in 
the  country,  and  to  develop  military  talents 
and  oationil  resources,  and  to  give  them  the 
most  wise  and  beneficial  direction,  is  the  work 
of  tiiQe..  In  tracing  the  progress  of  our  arms 
in  the  late  campaign,  however,  there  is  as 
much  ciuse  of  pride  and  congratulation  as  it 
was  reasnouble  to  hope  for. 
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The  navy  has  maintained,  if  not  br'i^teo- 
ed,  the  lustre  of  its  antecedent  character.  Ar* 
duous  battles  and  brilliant  victories,  surpass** 
ed  by  none  recorded  in  the  annals  of  history, 
and  which  have  given  splendour  to  the  Ameri* 
can  name,  have  been  fought  and  won  by  it. 

The  capture  of  York,  the  taking  of  Fort 
George,  the  conquest  of  Proctor’s  army,  the 
subjugation  of  the  Western  Indians,  the  suo 
cessive  victories  over  the  Creeks,  the  defence 
of  Sandusky,  of  Sackett’s  Harbour,  and  of  other 
places,  were  honorable  to  oar  arras,  and  have 
exhibited  traits  of  conduct  and  intrepidity  in 
the  army  that  Justify  high  expectations. 
These  gratifying  events,  it  is  true,  have  been 
followed  by  some  disappointments  and  disas¬ 
ters. 

Public  expectation  was  highly  cxcitcnl  by 
the  last  movement  of  the  main  army,  and  Was 
greatly  disappointed  at  the  failure  of  the  sup¬ 
posed  object  of  that  movement. 

The  recent  invasion  by  the  enemy  of  the 
western  frontier  of  this  state,  and  the  extraor¬ 
dinary  suf  render  to  him  of  the  garrison  and 
fort  of  Niagara,  the  burning  of  flourishing  vil¬ 
lages  and  settlements,  tlm  pillage  of  private 
property,  and  the  massacre  of  peaceable  inha¬ 
bitants  ol*  that  frontier  by  a  savage  foe,  are 
melancholy,  occurrences  calculated  to  excite 
tlie  liveliest  sympathy  for  the  suffi;rers  .and  to 
rouse  the  indignation  of  every  friend  of  hu¬ 
manity  and  -of  Ins  country.  The  conduct  of 
the  enemy  during  ttiat  mv'xsion  was  marked 
by  a  disregard  of  the  rules  of  civilized  warfare 
and  by  a  malignant  ferocity.  Many  of  our 
fellow  citizens,  who  were  at  peace  with  their 
families,  were  murdered  and  scalped.  The 
IxKlies  of  many  of  tiiose  who  were  wounded 
or  taken  prisoners  in  the  engagement  at  Black 
Rock,  have  been  foun^  mangled  in  the  most 
shockii^  maxmor  by  tiic  tomakawk  and  scalp? 
big  knife. 

The  distresses  of  the  families  who  have 
thus  become  the  victims  of  a  cruel  and  unpre¬ 
cedented  warfare,  call  for  the  immediate  and 
liberal  interposition  of  the  legislature.  Tbe 
character  and  dignity  of  the  state,  as  well  as 
Justice  to  our  exposed  and  suffering  fellow  citi¬ 
zens,  demand  the  exertion  of  its  utmost  power 
and  resources,  to  punish  the  atrocities  of 
the  enemy,  and  to  render  that  frontier  secure 
in  future  from  his  incursions  and  crnclties. 

The  measures  which  have  been  taken  upon 
that  emergency,  with  the  inquisitions,  corres- 
pondeiice,  orders  and  reports  relating  thereto, 
wUI’be  specially  communicated  without  delay  . 

You  will  permrit  me,  gentlemen,  to  remark 
in  this  place,  that  the  wantof  some  legal  pro¬ 
vision  whereby  the  burden  of  defence  may 
be  more  equitably  diffused,  and  tbe  less 
'  wealthy  part  of  the  comnatinity  be  relieved 
from  the  disproportionate  share  of  actual  ser^ 
vice,  to  which  they  are  subjected  by  the  ex¬ 
isting  laws,  the  want  of  l^al  power  for  en; 
forcing  summary  obedience  to  the  authorityv 
delegate  to  officers  by  the  militia  law,  ikpd 
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'  TO  supply  IbocI,  quartrys  and  transportation  for 
troops  called  out  under  state  authority,  render 
ft  impossible  for  the  militia  g(‘nera!s  to  ret>el 
invasions  immediately  and  <‘ftcctually. 

•  T  must  likewise  be  indulged  in  a^ain  so¬ 
liciting  the  attention  of  the  legislature  to 
the  propriety  of  raising  corps  of  volunteers,  of 
giving  tliem  suitable  remuneration  for  their 
clothing  and  an  increa«:e  of  pay.  I'hese  corps 
might  lake  the  field  upon  any  emergency, 
without  the  tedious  process  of  detaching,  as¬ 
sembling,  and  organizing  men  from  remote 
districts,  and  would  perform  any  actual  ser- 
rice  which  might  legally  be  required  more 
usefully  than  detacheii  militia. 

■  By  an  act  of  congress,  passed  in  June  last,  a 
direct  tax  W’as  laid  upon  the  United  States, 
and  in  the  apportionment  the  sum  of  four 
hundred  and  tliirty  thousand  one  hundr(‘d  and 
forty  one  62-l(k)  dollars,  has  been  im|K>sed 
upon. the  state  of  New-York.  The  same  law 
distributes  the  quota  of^ach  state,  in  the  seve¬ 
ral  counties  thereof,  but  authorizes  the  state 
legislature  previously  to  the  first  day  of  April 
next,  to  vary  that  apportionnienl,  and  entitles 
each  state  to  a  deduction  of  fifteen  per  cent, 
upon  paying  its  quota  into  the  treasury  of  the 
United  States,  before  the  tenth  day  of  Feb¬ 
ruary  next,  and  of  ten  per  cent,  if  paid 
before  the  first  day  of  May  next.  The  li¬ 
mitation  of  time  to  have  the'' benefit  of  a  de¬ 
duction  of  fifteen  per  cent,  is  extended  by  a 
late  supplementary  law  to  the  20th  day  of 
February.  The  advantages  which  will  accrue 
to  our  citizens,  and  of  course  to  the  state,  by 
tjie  payment  of  its  quota  directly  from  its 
treasury,  are  too  obvious  to  be  enumerated. 
The  saving  to  the  citizens  of  this  state  of  alioiit 
sixty -five  thoMsaud  dollars,  and  to  the  nation  of 
the  expense  of  assessment  and  collection  will 
amount  to  nearly  one  huwlred  and  thirty  thou-  i 
sand  dollars.  The  number  of  inhabitants  and 
the  amount  of  wealth  of  the  respective  coun¬ 
ties  of  this  state,  vary  essentially  from  year 
to  year :  so  tliat  it  is  scarcely  possible  at  any  j 
one  time,  to  make  a  perfectly  equitable  distri- 1 
bution  of  a  tax  among  thejn.  A  considerable 
part  of  our  unsettled  lands  are  owned  by  non¬ 
residents.  The  inconveniences  and  sacrifices 
of  the  inliabitants  of  some  counties  arising 
from  their  exposure  to  the  enemy,  and  from 
the  frequent  calls  which  have  unavoidably 
been  made  upon  them  to  [lerforni  actual  mi¬ 
litia  duty,  have  been  such  that  it  would  at 
this  particular  juncture,  be  unreasonable  and 
severe  to  levy  upon  them  any  part  of  the  di¬ 
rect  tax. 

The  state  can  advance  the  present  tax  with¬ 
out  any  material  embarrassment  of  its  trea¬ 
sury  or  call  upon  its  citizens. 

In  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eight, 
a  loan  at  seven  per  cent,  was  made  by  the  state 
to  its  citizens,  for  their  accommodation  and 
Velief,  under  the  then  restrictive  laws.  The  pri¬ 
vilege  of  borrowing  from  divers  banks,  at  five 
and  six  per  cent,  interest,  is  rcfscryed  to  the 


state  in  the  acts  giving  rw  extending  their 
veral  charters.  It  is  therefi>re,  in  our  power, 
to  borrow  at  a  moderate  interest,  the  amount  of 
the  direct  tax  before  mentioned,  to  advance  it 
for  the  benefit  and  accommodation  of  our  citi¬ 
zens,  and  to  appropriate  and  pledge  for  its  re¬ 
payment  the  securities  taken  for  Ibrmer  loans 
by  the  state.  The  iiiq)ortance  of  tliis  subject, 
to  our  constituents,  and  to  the  interest  ot‘ this 
state  and  of  the  nation,  will,  I  trust,  reeoin- 
'iiiend  it  to  your  early  and  serious  attention. 

Soon  after  the  last  adjournment  of  the  legis- 
j  latiire,  two  persons  were  convicted  in  this  city 
of  murder:  the  one  as  principal,  in  the  first 
degree,  and  the  other  as  being  present,  aid¬ 
ing  and  assisting  in  the  commission  of  the 
crime.  I  judged  it  to  be  my  duty  to  suspend 
the  execution  of  one  of  them.  The  report 
and  documents  iqion  which  tirrs  respite  was 
I'ounded  are  now  presented  to  you. 

Gciitlciiirn, 

The  progress  and  success  of  domestic  manu¬ 
factures  and  improvements  of  every  kiml ;  the 
high  price  obtained  by  the  biisbandman  lor 
the  products  of  his  labour,  and  the  general 
health,  prosperity  and  tranquility  (except  in 
the  lamented  instances  already  noticed)  which 
has  prevailed  within  our  state,  during  the  last 
year,  call  us  to  render  fervent  gratitude 

to  that  indulgent  Providence,  who  lias  min¬ 
gled  so  many  of  the  enjoyments  and  benefits 
of  peace  with  tiie  afflict  ions  of  war.  lifit  us 
theretbre  implore  him  to  continue  his  bt'ue- 
dictions  upon  our  beloved  country,  and  to 
grant  us  unanimity,  patriotism  and  wisdom, 
to  pursue  at  this  important  session,  the  most 
essential  interests  of  tlie  state,  and  of  the 
union.  DANIEL  D.  TOMPKINS. 

Albany^  January  25^  1814. 

After  his  excellency  had  retired,  IMr.Van  Ilens- 
selaer  called  up  his  resolution,  when  Mr.  I^cster, 
of  moved  to  postpone  tlie  consideration  of 

it  till  to-morrow,  as  the  house  had  not  inrorma- 
tion  as  to  the  princiiml  fact  stated  in  the  resolu- 
.tk>n. 

Mr.  Van  Rensselaer  replied,  that  the  honoura¬ 
ble  member  from  Suffolk  must  indeed  have  received 
little  of  that  information  which  had  t)ecorae  public, 
must  either  have  been  wholly  inattentive  to,  op 
have  speedily  forgotten  the  5peech  of  his  excel- 
leucy  the  governor,  which  officially  announced  the 
ravages  committed  on  the  western  frontier. 

Mr.  Ross,  of  Orange,  was  in  favourof  postpon¬ 
ing.  He  did  not  know  that  the  persons  mention¬ 
ed  in  the  resolution  were  the  most  suitable  to  re¬ 
ceive  and  distribute  the  money. 

Mr.  Jones,  of  New-York,  urged  the  immediate 
consideration  of  the  resolution ;  and  after  a  few 
observations  by  Mr.  Hoss,  Mr.  Lester,  &:c.  tha 
question  for  taking  it  up  immediately  was  carried. 

The  resolution  then  passed  unaninouslyy  and 
the  blank  filled  with  fifty  thousand  doK 
lars,  without  opposition. 

CoMMiTTEBs  appointed  on  this  and  the  fol¬ 
lowing  day: 

On  the  governor’s  speech — D,  R 
Bkecker^  Ros$, 
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MASSACHUSETTS  LEGISLATURE. 

Ansrter  of  the  senate  to  the  speech  (f  'his  eaxel 
lency  the  governor. 

May  it  please  your  excellency, 


Claims — Joaety  Lytuhy  Youj^gy  Alotty  Barker. 

PrivUeges  aud  Elections — Van Ruisstlaery E. 
W.  Kingy  Mooney y  Knor,  L,  Thompson. 

"Ways  and  Means — ColeSy  Bleeckery  Hacklepy 
jpitf  r,  Southerland. 

Grievances — Hatfiddy  Van  Ingen y  BosSy  A. 
Moorty  Guion. 

Courts  of  Justice — E.  WUli(mSy  Avery y  SavagCy 
QraflSy  Lester. 

Expiring  Laws— Van  DyckyCrugery  Brad- 
kyy  G.  Miller. 

Council  of  Appointment. 

Elbkbt  H.  Jones,  S.  Dist.  56 

Morgan  Lewis,  M.  Dist.  56 

Samuel  Stewart,  E.  Dist.  56 

Henry  A.  Townsend,  fF.Dij/.  57 

Mr.  Hatfield  did  not  vote,  but  ab¬ 
sented  himself!! ! 

*•  What  private  griefs  he  had,  alas!  I  know 
fiot,  that  made  him  do  it.*’  I  have  always 
entertained  much  personal  respect  for  Mr. 
Hatfield;  but  parties  can  have  only  one  rule:' 
those  who  are  not  Foa  us,  are  against  us.] 

W EDNESDA Y,  Jan. 26.  Mr.  C.  King,  of  New- 
York,  offered  the  subjoined  resolutions,  preceded 
by  a  few  remarks,  in  which  he  spoke  of  the  admi¬ 
nistration  and  their  measures,  in  terms  of  great 
i»everity,  but  at  the  same  time  complimented  in  the 
highest  manner,  Commodore  Perry,  and  the  other 


The  senate  of  Massachusetts  are  impress¬ 
ed  not  less  than  your  excellency,  with  the  loss, 
which  learning,  virtue,  and  patriotism  havo 
sustained,  by  the  death  of  the  late  chief  ju^ 
tice  of  the  commonwealth.  Such  an  event, 
all  times  to  be  lamented,  is,  in  an  especial 
manner,  to  be  deplored  at  a  period  like  the 
present,  when  the  embarrassment  of  public 
afiairs  and  the  unexampled  exigences  of  th^ 
state,  require  all  those  transcendant  talents 
and  that  extraordinary,  firmness  and  zeal,  in 
the  cause  of  coostitutioDal  liberty,  for  which 
that  great  man  was  distinguished. 

It  is  a  source  of  satisfaction  to  the  senate 
be  informed  that  a  proportion  of  the  arms,  of 
right  belonging  to  tliis  commonwealth,  under 
the  provisions  of  a  law  of  congress,  liave  been 
received  ;  and  to  find  that  the  resolution  of  the 
16th  of  June  last,  asserting  the  right  of  the 
commonwealth,  and  taking  measures  to  cor¬ 
rect  the  delays  in  executing  tliat  law,  which 
had  occurred  in  the  department  of  war,  Jia,s 
been  thus  far  efiectual.  Whatever  legislative 
provision  may  be  required,  either  in  relation 
to  these  arms,  to  the  militia,  or  to  the  new 
securities  to  be  demanded  of  coroners,  shall 
receive  from  the  senate,  all  that  consideration 
•which  is  due  to  the  importance  of  these  sub¬ 
jects  respectively,  and  to  the  recommendation 
of  your  excellency. 

The  senate  of  Massachusetts,  Justly  appre¬ 
ciate  the  wisdom  and  seasonableness  of  those 
principles,  touching  “the  right  of  fully  inves¬ 
tigating  political  subjects,  and  freely  express¬ 
ing  our  sentiments  in  relation  to  them,”  to 
wliich  your  excellency  has  been  pleased  to 
recur.  Lender  every  form  of  civil  liberty,  this 
right  as  being  a  part  of  its  essence,  must  be 
very  dear  to  a  free  people.  But,  peculiarly 
precious  must  it  be  to  that  people,  whose  po¬ 
litical  liberty  is  dependent  upon  the  obser¬ 
vance  of  articles  of  compact,  among  indepen¬ 
dent  states  and  sovereignties.  In  associations 
of  this  kind,  the  people  of  each  associated 
state  have  two  chief  securities  for  their  inde¬ 
pendence  :  the  right  of  discussing  public  inea- 


IVrr>',  and  his  gatlaiit  associates,  in  their  action 
with  the  Koglisli  squadron  upon  lake  Erie,  on  the 
10th  of  September  la.‘^t,  and  the  high  sense  they 
•^ntertain  of  the  gallantry  of  fileutenant  Burrows, 
iff  the  United  State**  brig  Enterprize,  who  died 
after  conqiieriag  a  vessel  of  equal  force  beloDging 
Jo  the  enemy. 

Hesolvedy  ITiat  they  deeply  lament  tlie  fall  ol 
Captains  Lawrence  and  Allen;  hy  which  theii 
i;ountry  is  deprived  of  the  services  of  two  officers, 
who  had  so  highly  entitled  theiBselves  to  its  ad¬ 
miration  and  gratitude. 

lirsitltedy  Tiiat  in  the  opinion  of  this  house,  the 

?onduct  of  our  naval  commanders  and  seamen,  du- 
ing  this  ruinous  war,  ought  to  satisfy  every  re¬ 
flecting  mind,  that  our  commercial  rights  are  to  be 
defended  and  maintained  by  a  iiav’y,  and  not  by 
embargoes  or  commercial  resiriuions. 

I'he  rcsoluti<ins  were  Uid  qu  the.  table,  aud  or¬ 
dered  to  be  printed. 

A  bill  entitled,  “  An  act  for  the  payment  by 
this  state,  of  its  quoti^  of  the  direct  tax  laid  upon 
tb^  United  States,  by  the  art  of  Congress  of  the 
2d  of  August,  181.S,”  was  rec^ved  from  the  se¬ 
nate,  and  read  the  fir't  time. 


siircs,  inherent  in  the  individual;  and,  under 
specified  exceptions,  the  right  ol  directing  the 


of  a  people  U  cal)  them  to  ^  freqTitrnt  aud 
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vivid  contemplation  of  those  principles,  which 
are  essential,  to  the^  existence  of  their  liber¬ 
ties. 

And,  may  it  please  your  excellency,  in  the 
apprehension  of  the  senate,  this  duty  is  as  in¬ 
cumbent  and  imperious,  in  a  state  of  war  as 
any  other :  the  common  place  doctrine,  that, 
in  a  state  of  war,  union  among  the  people  is 
essential  to  the  success  of  a  government,  be¬ 
ing,  necessarily,  subordinate  to  the  fundamen¬ 
tal  doctrine,  that,  in  every  state  of  things,  in  a 
free  country,  the  right  of  discussing  public 
measures  is  essential  to  the  liberties  of  a  iieo- 
ple.  Nor  does' that  incompatibility  exist  be¬ 
tween  the  duties  which,  in  such  cases,  a  peo¬ 
ple  owe  to  a  government,  and  those  which  they 
owe  to  their  own  liberties,  as  the  advocates  of 
an  unconditional  surrender  of  private  opinion 
to  the  will  ofadministration,areapt  to  suggest. 
Divine  Providence  has  established  no  such  in¬ 
congruity  among  different  moral  duties.  It 
never  can  be  necessary  that  men  should  be¬ 
come  hypocrites,  in  order  to  be  patriots ;  nor 
that  they  should  forget  what  they  owe  to  God, 
in  order,  rightly,  to  hiHil  what  they  owe  to 
their  country. 

If  a  war  be  just  and  the  conduct  of  it  be  wise, 
the  tendency  of  discussion  can  b(i  nothing  else 
than  to  strengthen  a  government,  by  opening 
pccasioqs  for  a  frequent  and  distinct  elucida¬ 
tion  of  its  virtue  and  capacity.  But  if  tiie 
character  of  a  war  be  tlie  reverse  of  this ;  if 
mischievous  ends  be  pursued  with  dispropor¬ 
tionate  means  ;  if  schemes  of  personal  ambi¬ 
tion,  or  local  aggrandizements,  be  concealed 
under  pretences  of  mere  popular  and  coloura¬ 
ble  aspect,  then,  indeed,  it  is  to  be  expected, 
that  such  an  administration  will  shrink  from 
investigation ;  will,  as  often  as  possible,  shut 
out  the  people  from  its  deliberations,  and  will 
teach  its  instruments  tp  represent  a  state  of 
things,  in  which  it  dare  not  have  the  light,  as 
one  ip  which  the  light  ought  not  to  be  endur¬ 
ed.  There  can  be  no  surer  criterion  that  the 
projects  of  nilers  are  incompatible  with  the 
safety  of  a  people,  than  ap  attempt  tp  seize 
powers  inconsistent  with  the  very  nature  of  a 
free  constitution. 

The  sentiments  your  excellency  has  been 
pleased  to  express,  touching  the  causes  of  the 
present  war  and  jts  character,  are  entirely  co¬ 
incident  with  thqse  entertained  by  the  senate 
of  Massachusetts.  But,  in  a  peculiar  manner, 
is  the  senate  impressed  with  the  importance 
of  those  suggestions,  in  relation  to  the  duty  oi 
a  people,  involved,  as  are  the  people  of  Mas¬ 
sachusetts,  at  this  day,  in  an  unjust  and  unne¬ 
cessary  war.  Beyond  that  submission,  which 
laws,  enacted  agreeably  to  the  constitution 
make  necessary,  and  thi^t  self-defence,  which 
fhe  obligation  to  fepel  hostile  invasions  justi¬ 
fies,  a  people  can  give  no  encouragement  to 
a  war  pf  such  a  character,  without  becoming 
paft&hers  in  its  guilt;  and  rendefing  them 
pelves  obnoxious  to  those  just  retributions  o 
lliYill®  ven^ance,  by  which,  sooner  or  later, 


the  authors  and  abettors  of  such  a  war  will  be^ 
assuredly,  overtaken.  It  becomes,  therefore, 
all  true  lovers  of  their  country  to  consider, 
est  by  any  act,  having  relation  to  such  a  war, 
or  to  tiiose  engaged  in  it,  tliey  incur  the 
crime  of  those,  “  who  voluntarily,  and  with¬ 
out  legal  obligation,  encourage  and  support 
it.” 

If  any  of  the  goo<l  citizens  of  this  common¬ 
wealth  have  been  so  far  misled  by  specious 
professions  as  to  believe  that  the  protection 
of  seamen  and  the  maintenance  of  the  rights 
of  commerce  were  the  real  olijects  of  this 
war,  the  events  which  have  occurred,  and  the 
manner  in  which  it  has  been  conducted,  must 
have,  long  since,  undeceived  them.  As  your 
excellency  has  observed,  ”  no  class  of  men  has 
sufl'ered  more  by  the  war  than  our  gallant  na¬ 
tive  seamen.  They  have  been  more  injured 
in  one  year  of  hostility,  than  they  ever  were 
or  probably  would  have  been  by  British  im¬ 
pressments.  Their  number  is  diminishing, 
and  during  the  war  must  continue  to  dimi¬ 
nish.”  From  the  relative  state  of  our  naval 
power,  compared  with  that  of  Great  Britain, 
a  result  of  this  kind  was  foreseen  and  fore¬ 
told,  and,  therefore,  it  is  reasonable  to  con¬ 
clude,  was  such  as  its  authors  intended.  A 
war  ostensibly  for  seaineirs  riglits,  has,  in  a 
manner,  swept  that  whole  class  of  iinm  from 
the  ocean.  A  war  avowedly  for  the  riglits  of 
commerce,  has  been  so  managed  as  to  reduce 
it  to  a  state  in  which  it  has  no  rights;  or 
which  is  equivalent  to  having  none,  for  it  has 
eventuated  in  a  doctrine,  that  under  the  jm)w- 
er  to  regulate  commerce,  congress  have  a  right 
to  annilnlate  it ;  and  in  a  practice  conformable 
to  that  doctrine.  This  doctrine  and  practice, 
if  admitted  to  become  a  precedent,  and  to  he 
received  as  a  principle,  in  the  proportion  of 
political  power  at  present  existing  among  the 
associated  states,, and  the  preponderating  in¬ 
fluence  of  the  interests  hostile  to  commerce, 
will  reduce  the  commercial  states  to  a  condi¬ 
tion  little  short  of  an  Egyptian  bondage  ;  in  as 
much  as,  thereby,  the  interests  vital  to  their 
prosperity,  are  left  under  the  entire  control 
of  states  ignorant  of  their  natures,  and  which 
will  often  lind  an  advantage  of  their  own  in 
embarrassing  them;  and  at  times  in  destroying  * 
them  altogether. 

If  the. war,  in  its  original  principle,  was  of 
a  nature  to  render  it  doubtful,  whether  thn 
avowed  were  the  real  motives  of  its  authors, 
the  manner  in  which  it  has  been  conducted 
must  also  have  put  an  end  to  all  questions  of 
that  nature.  Instead  of  concentrating  the  forces 
qf  the  United  States  at  the  many  important 
and  exposed  points  on  the  seaboard,  and  thus 
render  thq  settled  parts  of  the  country  in  some 
me^ore  secure  from  the  predatory  incursions 
of  an  enemy,  having  the  undisputed  supe¬ 
riority  on  the  ocean,  these  points  have  been 
abandoned,  in  a  manner,  to  his  mercy;  and 
schemes  of  conquest  have  been  prosecuted  in 
the  interior,  with  a  wasteful  and  headlong  ac<« 
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livity;  the  chief  result  of  which  has  been  to 
invite  and  form  an  apology  for  any  I'etaliations 
the  enemy  may  see  fit  to  visit  upon  our  de¬ 
fenceless  cities.  If  the  conflagration  of  New¬ 
ark  be  not  retaliated  on  some  of  the  cities, 
on  the  long  line  of  our  seaboard,  it  is  because 
the  enemy  has  already  glutted  his  revenge, 
in  the  mournful  desolation  inflicted  on  Fort 
Niagara,  Buffalo  and  Lewiston;  and  not  be¬ 
cause  the  foresight  of  government  has  aflbi  ded 
any  suflicieiit  protection  to  the  exposed  and 
populous  points  of  ourscacoast. 

From  the  inadequacy  of  our  means  to  ertect 
the  avowed  objects  of  the  war,  and  from  the 
obvious  M’ant  of  connexion,  between  the  con¬ 
quest  of  Canada,  even  could  it  have  been  ef¬ 
fected,  and  the  establishment  of  our  commer¬ 
cial  rights,  it  is  im[K)ssibie  not  to  conclude, 
were  other  evidence  wanting,  which  it  is  not, 
that  seamens*  rights  and  commercial  privi¬ 
leges  were  but  the' pretences,  the  popular 
garb,  under  which  schemes  of  a  different 
character  were  to  be  prosecuted ;  schemes  of 
•  conquest,  of  unconstitutional  power,  of  driving 
out  the  aboriginals  from  their  inheritance,  of 
enlarging  our  dominions,  by  the  occupation  of 
Florida,  and,  generally,  of  augmenting  party 
power,  by  the  nerves  a  state  of  war  was  sup¬ 
posed  to  create,  anti  by  the  additional  strength, 
wliich  fresh  levies  of  placemen,  of  [>ensioners, 
of  new  subscription  stocklioldcrs,  of  officers  of 
the  army,  of  the  excise,  of  the  carriage  tax, 
of  tlie  shop  tax,  of  the  land  tax,  and  of  the 
stamp  tax,  were  expected  to  afford. 

To  all  these  impositions,  a  wise  people,  it 
was  to  be  anticipated,  w'ould  submit ;  as,  for 
the  most  part,  they  w'ere  but  abuses  of  power 
acknowledged  to  exist  in  the  general  govern¬ 
ment  ;  looking  for  relief  to  the  ordinary  pro¬ 
cesses  of  election,  and  to  that  sense  of  truth, 
of  Justice  and  interest,  to  which  a  people,  af¬ 
ter  realizing  the  effects  of  oppression,  never 
fail  to  return.  But  the  last  act  of  the  national 
government,  interdicting  the  trade,  coastwise, 
lietweeii  the  different  parts  of  the  same  state 
as  well  as  between  the  states  respectively, 
and  with  all  foreien  nations,  contains  provi¬ 
sions,  as  your  excellency  is  pleased  to  suggest, 
of  a  different  character;  and  seems  to  call 
for  a  distinct  animadversion  ;  and  will  demand 
legislative  interposition,  in  behalf  of  our  inju¬ 
red  citizens,  unless  effiirts  of  a  milder  character 
should,  for  the  present,  be  deemed  expedient 
and  prove  effcictual.  A  resort  to  the  provi¬ 
sions  to  which  your  excellency  has  alluded,  in 
the  present  circumstances  of  the  U.  States, 
seems  to  be  as  irreconcileable  to  any  regard 
for  consistency  in  our  administration,  as  those 
provisions  are,  in  appearance,  unwarranted  by 
any  autliority  in  the  constitution.  Ever  since 
influences,  hostile  to  commerce,  have  become 
predominant  in  the  councils  of  the  United 
States,  a  studied  solicitude  to  make  the  right 
of  reg' dating  commerce,  to  extend,  by  con¬ 
struction,  to  every  species  of  power  which 
coujd  render  the  control  of  the  general  go¬ 


vernment  despotic  over  it,  has  been  apparent. 
But  these  encroachments  have,  heretofore,  for 
the  most  part  been  carefully  concealed  imder 
plausible  pretences  of  advancing  commercial 
prosperity.  Thus  the  first  pacific  non-im¬ 
portation  was  passed  for  the  avowed  purpose 
of  effecting  “  equitable  and  satisfactory  ar¬ 
rangements”  of  our  commercial  injuries.  The 
first  embargo  was  also  declared  to  be  destined 
”  to  keep  in  safety  our  vessels,  our  seamen, 
and  merchandize,  those  essential  resources.” 
During  the  continuance  of  that  measure,  arid 
afterw'ards  of  the  non-intercourse,  both  were 
presented,  as  the  alternatives,  to  which  the 
p€?ople  were  to  submit,  rather  than  incur  the 
evils  of  war.  Even  in  tlie  message  of  the 
president  of  the  United  States,  of  the  1st  of 
June,  1812,  recommending  a  declaration  of 
war  against  Great  Britain,  these  restrictions 
upon  our-  commerce  are  expressly  stated  to 
l>e  “an  experiment  short  of  the  last  resort 
of  injured  nations.”  It  is  also  known,  that 
among  the  reasons,  urged  by  some  of  the  most 
intelligent  supporters  of  that  measure  on 
the  floor  of  congress,  this  was  one,  and  un¬ 
doubtedly  the  most  patriotic,  lhal  it  pvt  an 
end  to  the  restrictive  sif stern.  Yet,  but  little 
mon?  than  twelve  ino^iths  have  elapsed,  be¬ 
fore  the  evils  of  embai^o  are  visited  with  a 
tenfold  rigour,  on  a  people  already  labouring 
under  the  evils  of  war.  Instead  of  relief  from 
the  oppression  of  the  one  system,  which  was 
promised  as  the  boon  for  incurring  tlwi  dangers 
of  the  other,  the  miseries  of  both  are  heaped 
upon  the  people,  under  circumstances  threat¬ 
ening  a  still  more  aggravated  measure  of  suf¬ 
fering. 

As  the  ”  friends  of  peace”  are  deeply  con¬ 
scious,  that,  in  all  measures  they  have  adopted, 
in  relation  to  that  object  and  in  opposition  to 
the  oppressive  measures  of  tlie  general  go¬ 
vernment,  they  have  been  actuated,  by  a  sin¬ 
gle  view  to  the  honour,  the  safety  and  pros¬ 
perity,  of  their  country,  they  have  little  rea¬ 
son  to  regard  the  accusation  of  their  being 
”  under  British  influence.”  Their  chief  op- 
positioh  has  been  made  to  a  system  of  mea¬ 
sures,  directed  only  nominally,  against  Great 
Britain,  but  really,  levelled  at  the  vital  in¬ 
terests  of  New-England  and  of  all  the  commer¬ 
cial  states.  A  system,  of  a  character  such  as 
the  globe  never  witnessed ;  such  as  no  nation 
ever  before  endured.  A  system,  beginning 
with  specific  non-importation  and  terminating 
in  war ;  after  a  six  years’  continuance  of  ena- 
bargo,  restrictions,  non-intercourse,  general 
non-importation,  land  carriage  prohibition,  and 
every  form  of  maritime  and  mercantile  em¬ 
barrassment  and  oppression.  As  was  antici¬ 
pated,  the  efl’ect  of  tliis  system  has  been  to 
deprive  the  United  States  of  that  strong  hold 
upon  the  interests  of  Great  Britain,  wiiich  an 
opinion,  entertained  even  in  that  country  of 
her  ilependence,  or  that  of  her  West-India 
Islands,  upon  our  commerce  and  our  supplies 
had  created ;  and  wbi^b  the  results  of  these 


170  ^  'THE  EXAMIiVER.' 

attempts,  rtmtlc  nn<Ier  iuspicrs  most  favour-  possible  his  friends  on  this  side  of  the  AtlaCk 
able  to  their  success,  has,  it  is  to  be  feared,  tie,  should  any  longer  attach  Uieir  fates  to  the 
completely  clianged.  A  eircunistancc,  which  priiieipal  of  that  system.  Like  your  excel- 
cannot  fail  to  be  felt,  to  the  disadvantage  of  leney,  however,  the  senate  can  form  no  opinion 
our  country,  in  every  future  negotiation  with  coiic<*ruing  tlie  probable  “  duration”  of  hos- 
that  powi^r.  At  the  same  time,  all  the  hind  lilitic^s.  i'he  desire  of  peace  is  so  ardent  and 
operations,  towards  Canada,  have  lieen  con-  universal  among  all  the  good  citizens  of  thin 
ducted  on  a  Scale  to  excite  the  sympathy  and  commonwealth,  and  man  is  ever  so  prone  to 
indignation  of  this  part'iit  state,  for  the  suffer-  believe  readily,  wdiat  he  desires  strongly,  thatt 
ings  of  her  colonies,  rather  than  her  appre-  the  friends  of  jieace  “  ought  to  exercise  great 
hensions  fi>r  their  fate.  If  tlic^se  views  of  the  caution,  and  set  a  guard  ujion  their  judgments^ 
relative  state  of  ilie  affairs  of  this  country  arc  in  estimating  the  result  of  the  anticipated  ne- 
just,  the  “  friends  of  peace”  have  nothing  to  go<*iation.”  The  refusal  of  the  American  ad- 
regret,  or  to  fear.  They  stand  acquitted,  in  ministration  to  relax,  in  any  measure  of  hos- 
the  sight  of  heaven  and  the  w  orld,  of  all  the  tility,  after  the  repeal  of  the  British  orders  in 
manifold  evils,  under  which  tliis  country  la-  council,  the  rejection  of  offers  of  an  armistice, 
hours  and  of  all  the  grc‘ater,  it  has  reason  to  proposed  by  the  officers  of  that  government, 
anticipate,  from  perseverance  in  a  course  of  the  schinnes  of  conquest,  avowedly  connected 
measures,  at  once  so  justly  o<l ions  to  a  free  with  this  war,  which  are  yet,  in  no  one  instance, 
people,  and  so  palpably  ruinous  to  their  best  accomplished,  and  the  general  temjier  in  w  hich 
inter^^sts.  hostilities  have  been  conducted,  all  indicate 

On  the  other  hand,  it  is,  in  a  national  point  great  stuhlxinmess  of  resolution,  in  regard  to 
of  view,  a  cause  of  deep  regret  and  alarm,  the  present  state  of  things.  The  selection,  by 
that  so  n»any  circunistanccs  exist,  indicative,  our  administration,  among  the  places  projK>s(*d 
if  not  of  a  formal  alliance,  at  least  of  a  virtual  by  Great  Britain  as  the  scene  of  negotiation, 
imderstanding,  between  the  adininistration  of  of  the  most  distant,  evidences  no  very  anxious 
the  United  States  and  tlie  French  emperor,  ilosire,  or  rapid  movement  towards  peace. 
Not  only  the  non-importation  azid  einl>argo  They,  therefore,  are  probably  the  w  isest,  in 
acts  passed  under  circumstances  precisely  cal-  relation  to  these  shows  of  peace,  who  put  in 
^olated  to  co-opei'ate  w  ith  his  continental  sys-  them  the  least  confidence,  whatever  hope  of 
tern,  but  in  a  letter  to  Mr.  Armstrong,  our  this  nature  exists,  on  the  imjiovcrisbed  state  of 
Ainerican  minister,  dated  the  22d  of  August,  our  national  treasui-y;  on  the  inereasing  dis- 
38(19,  the  French  emperor  caused  to  be  ex-  wuitcnt  of  the  war;  on  the  sentiment,  almost 
presstMl  “  his  applause  at  this  generous  deter-  universal,  of  the  w  astefulness  and  imbecility  of 
aiination  of  renouncing  all  commerce,”  w  hich  its  conductors,  hut  above  all,  on  the  fate  of 
the  United  States  had  adopted.  So  long  ago  tlm  FrerM-h  emperor. 

a.<  the  15th  of  January,  ISiMl,  the  French  em-  Amid  the  many  miseries  and  bereavements 
peror,  formally  announced  to  the  same  A  me-  infliettid  on  us  by  our  adrainistratioii,  the  se- 
f  ican  minister,  that  “  war  exists  in  fact,  be-  nate,  like  your  excellency,  recognize  with  gra- 
tween  Fngland  and  the  United  States.”  The  titude  the  multiplied  mercies  of  the  Almighty, 
Ibrm  of  declaration,  snbs(!qucntly  adopted,  and  fervently  unite  their  supplication  with 
when  tlie  state  declared  by  the  French  em-  yours,  tirat  neither  his  unmerited  favour  should 
peror,  w’as,  conformably  to  his  wdll,  acknow-  make  us  indolently  maintain,  nor  their  unre- 
ledgedby  the  act  of  the  United  States.  When  served  oppression  cause  us  tamely  to  abandon 
to  these"  are  added  the  facts,  alluded  toby  the  riglits,  liberties  and  privileges  on  w^hich 
your  excellency;  and  above  all,  the  adoption  de{)encl,  under  (io<l,  the  safety  and  pnisperity 
towards  the  Spanish  possessions  in  the  Flori-  of  the  people  of  the  commonw  ealth  of  Massar 
das,  of  that  ”  species  of  political  morality,”  in-  chasetts. 

Produced  under  his  auspices,  “  which  annuls  -  ■  ■ 

the  distinction  betw^eeii  power  and  right,  and  Answ’er  of' the  honourable  house  to  his  cxceF 
authorizes  agovernment  and  its  subjects,  when-  lency’s  speech, 

ever  they  are  able,  to  subdue  and  destroy  the  May  it  please  your  excellency^ 
neighbouring  state,”  it  seems  impossible  not  The  house  of  representatives  sincerely  con- 
to  see  the  hand,  and  realize  the  morals  ot  Bo-  ffole  with  your  excellency  in  the  loss  w'hich' 
naparte,  marking  our  destinies  and  moulding  the  commonwealth  has  sustained  by  the  death 
them  to  the  purposes  of  his  own  ambition  of  the  late  cliicf  Justice,  whose  priv'^ate  eharac- 
and  to  those  of  his  partizans.  ^  ter  w  as  adorned  by  all  the  virtues  of  domestic 

The  general  belief  of  a  connexion,  subsist-  and  w’bose  genius  and  enidition,  displayed 
ing  betw^een  the  American  administration  and  jfj  the  performance  of  his  official  duties,  form  a 
the  hrench  emperor,  more  than  any  other  cir-  distinguished  ei*a  in  the  Jurisprudence  of  Mas* 
cumstance,  seems  to  have  encouraged  that  ex-  sachiisctts. 

pectation  of  peace,  which  has  recently  spread  The  people  of  this  commonwealth,  by  tlie 
through  the  United  h^tates.  The  overthrow'  seasonable  assertion  of  their  right  to  invest i- 
of  that  champion  of  the  continental  system  ^ate  political  measures,  have  checked  a  dis- 
being  now,  to  human  sight,  so  complete  and  position  manifested  in  some  portions  of  out* 
«nqiic.5tk)Dable,  that  U  is  scarcely  deemed  country,  to  stifle  fair  inquiry,  to  s^ipprcss  the 
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freedom  of  speech  and  of  the  press,  and  thus 
to  protract  the  evils  of  misgovernment,  and 
screen  the  errors  or  vices  of  a  ruling  party 
from  exposure.  / 

We  are  ghud  to  be  informed,  that  a  portion 
of  the  arms,  which  tliis  state  is  entitled  to  re¬ 
ceive  from  the  general  government,  has  at 
length  been  supplied,  and  shall  inquire  into  the 
causes  of  the  neglect  which  has  prevented  the 
state  from  receiving  the  whole  number  intend¬ 
ed  for  it  by  law. 

While  the  privations  and  burdens  of  a  war, 
deemed  by  a  great  portion  of  our  fellow  citi¬ 
zens  to  be  both  wicked  and  unjust,  and  by  a  I 
fitill  more  numerous  class,  wanton  and  inexpe¬ 
dient;  have  been  sustained  with  a  patient  re¬ 
spect  for  constitutional  principles;  its  origin 
ought  not  to  be  Ibrgotten.  It  should,  on  Uie 
contfarv,  be  held  in  perpetual  reinembrtince, 
as  a  warning  to  a  once  deluded  people,  against 
yielding  to  ihe  dominion  of  passions,  ot  which 
a  weak  or'wicked  administration  may  take  ad¬ 
vantage  to  involve  them  in  the  deepest  nation¬ 
al  <^lamity. 

The  British  ordei*s  in  council,  and  the  ca.'^ual 
abuses  arising  from  the  practice  of  impress¬ 
ment,  have  ceased  to  l)c  considered  by  impar¬ 
tial  men  as  the  causes  of  the  present  war. 
These  were,  probably,  mere  preten<*es  for 
precipitating  tlie  nation  into  the  gulph  of 
a  fatal  policy,  to  the  verge  of  which  its 
authors  had  been  imp<dled  by  their  own  pas- 
sionst  'I'he  real  causes  of  the  war,  must  be 
traced  to  the  lirst  systematical  abandonment 
of  the  policy  of  Wiusliingtoii,  and  tiie  friend^' 
and  framers  of  the  constitution;  to  iinplacal'*^  j 
animosity  against  those  men.  and  their  unK^*’"  i 
sal  exclusion  from  all  concern  in  the  gr^'cni-  j 
iiient  of  the  countr}’.  To  the  1 

worthless  foreigners  over  the  press, 
iiberalionH  of.  the  national  govern***'**^ 
its  bi*anehes.  To  a  jealousy  of*’^**^^*^^**^*^^ 
states,  envy  of  ilieir  prosjierity  f*-'^**  their 
power,  contempt  for  their  po'suits,  and  igno- 1 
^nce  of  their  true  character  and  importance.  | 
To  the  ciiphlity  of  certain  states  /or  t lie  wil¬ 
derness  rescrve<l  for  the  iiiisei*abk*  ttlK»rigines. 
To  a  violent  paKsion  for  conqiu*»t,  ainl  an  in¬ 
fatuated  persuasion  that  iiei^bl>nuring  pri»- 
vinces  were  enamoured  of  our  Institutions,  ami 
W'ould  become  an  easy  pr^  to  the  arts  and 
arms  of  raw  and  boastful  advenlurei’s ;  ami 
above  ail,  to  delusive  esti/nates  of  IKe  relative 
power  and  resources  of  Franco  and  Cceat  Bri¬ 
tain,  and  a  determined  hof^tility  towards  the* 
latter,  as  the  firmest  basis  tfparty  powei^Tliese 
will  yet  be  viewed  by  th«  present  gen^ation 
and  by  posterity  as  the  sources  of  our'^vils; 
and  the  pretence  of  aimng  to  secure  thefiee- 
dom  of  commerce  and  of  seamen  by  regula¬ 
tions,  which  compel  bilh  merchant  and  siilor 
to  renounce  the  oeeaa  and  their  pi*oicss>ns, 
will  be  regarded  as  the  boldest  <lelusion  wer 
attempted  by  a  ruling  party  uvon  the  cr«du- 
lity  of  an  intelligent  people. 

The  recent  act  of  the  national  governmmt. 


interdicting  commerce,  under  the  name  of  an 
embargo,  has  tillorl  our  minds  with  great  soli¬ 
citude  for  the  fate  of  our  country  and  its  liber¬ 
ty.  The  aiitlmrity  jiossessed  by  that  govern¬ 
ment  ill  relation  to  this  subject,  must  be  de¬ 
rived  either  from  tlie  general  |M)wer  “  to  make 
war,”  or  fitmi  the  clause  in  the  constitution 
which  gives  power  to  congress  ”  to  regulate 
commerce  with  foreign  nations,  and  among  the 
several  stales  and  with  the  Indian  tribes.” 
Under  colour  of  an  authority  defined  in  these 
intelligible  terms,  a  right  is  claimed  and  ex¬ 
ercised  by  coi^ress,  of  prohibiting  not  only  all 
foreign  commerce  in  American  rt^ssels,  but  the 
coasting  trade ;  and  (so  far  as  Massachusetts 
is  concerned)  ail  intercourse  by  water  between 
dilleront  parts  of  the  same  stale.  iSuch  a  c0ft-% 
structioii  is  a  violation  of  the  constitution, 
which  renders  it  an  instrument  of  slavery,'  ra¬ 
ther  than  of  mutual  lUfence  and  security.  An 
embargo  of  this  cl)**’^cter,  and  intended  for 
at  least  one  year’^  duration,  is  not  a  regula¬ 
tion,  but  an  commerce;  and  it 

is  w'orse  thanu?^l^ss  for  the  objects  ol  war,  as 
it  destroys  thf  resources  which  are  indispen¬ 
sable  for  its  success.  It  absolves  from  the* 
obligations^f  <^lll5eens,  all  those  who  are  dis- 
quaiiiie<l  Ifs  arbitrary  provisions  from  en¬ 
joying  t^lr  rights,  or  fulfilling  the  duties  of 
citizeF** 

{previewing  the  instructions  given  to  tlie 
o^ers  entrustetl  with  the  execution  of  this 
we  avow  with  pain  and  alarm,  our  persua¬ 
sion  that  they  are  at  open  variance  with  tlie 
first  principles  of  constitutional  and  civil  liber¬ 
ty.  Tlie  inhabitants  of  distant  parts  of  tbijt 
commonwealth  are  debarred  from  all  commu¬ 
nication  with  each  other  by  water;  the  lishcr- 
inen  whose  humble  and  arduous  emplo)  ment 
is  generally  encouraged  by  the  public  cucinv, 
can  no  longer  pursue  his  calling.  'Fhe  ship 
owner  eaiiiiot  sell  his  ship  without  restrainls 
equivalent  to  a  prohibition,  however  urgeiili 
tlie  claims  of  his  family  or  his  creditor.  The 
paltry  tralfic  which  is  still  permitted,  is  letl 
to  the  mercy  and  caprice  of  custom  house  offi¬ 
cers,  and  their  substitutes;  a  power  of  seizing* 
money  and  etlecls,  upon  vexatious  pretexts, 
or  vague  suspicion,  and  under  the  most  inno¬ 
cent  circumstances,  is  vested  in  men  depend¬ 
ent  on  executive  favour,  and  too  often  desti¬ 
tute  of  discretion  and  principle ;  a  system  of 
perfidy,  and  breach  of  trust,  is  explicitly  re- 
coiuincfided  to  the  practice  and  adoption  of 
the  officers  of  banking  institutions,  towards 
those  who  deal  with  them  upon  t^rms  of  im¬ 
plicit  honour  and  confidence.  And  to  enforce 
these  outrageous  provisions,  and  others  of  the 
same  stamp,  and  involving  great  danger  to 
personal  liberty  in  various  instances ;  the  mili¬ 
tary  and  naval  force  of  the  United  States,  is 
placed  at  the  disposal  of  petty  officers,  and.'^ 
the  lives  and  property  of  the  citizens  subject¬ 
ed  to  the  control  of  bayonets  and  cannon, > 
With  these  impressions,  we  are  umler  a  solemn, 
conviction  tliat  the  time  has  arrived,  in  whicli 
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it  is  incumbent  on  the  people  of  this  state,  to 
decide  v?hether  these  burdens  are  not  too 
p*ievons  to  be  borne;  and  to  prepare  them¬ 
selves,  (hr  tlie  great  duty  of  protecting,  by 
their  own  vigour,  their  unalienable  rights,  and 
of  securing  for  themselves  at  least,  the  poor 
privilege  of  mutual  intercourse  by  water  as 
well  as  by  land. 

Amidst  the  gloom  which  surrounds  our  once 
happy  country,  we  cannot  forbear  to  congra¬ 
tulate  your  excellency,  upon  the  prof>abIe 
emancipation  of  the  continent  of  Europe 
tVoin  the  tyranny  which  has  so  lately  over¬ 
whelmed  that  fair  portion  of  the  globe ;  a  ty¬ 
ranny  which  has  pmved  fertile  in  trouble  toonr 
own  country,  and  whose  iniluence  had  bec*ome 
the  sutject  of  the  most  distressing  apprehen¬ 
sion  to  our  best  citixens  and  statesmen.  We 
trust  that  this  which  has  beguiled 

the  affections  oi  the  Eluded  people  of  so 
many  nations,  and  enervated  the  courage,  and 
cornipted  the  hearts  of  tleir  rulers,  will  soon 
cease  to  be  formidable,  and*hat  its  declension 
w  ill  be  universally  followed  .y  the  ascendan¬ 
cy  of  ancient  maxims,  and  the  adjustment  of 
that  balance  of  power,  in  which  it  is  now  ap¬ 
parent,  that  tins  nation  cannot  be  V)tirely  un- 
inten‘^ted.  ^ 

It  is,  indeed,  a  subject  of  bumbling\jj^  l^it- 
ter  reflection,  that  the  United  l,ave 

lost  a  fair  occasion  of  demonstrating  to  tK  old 
world,  their  capacity  of  keeping  aloof  froihits 
conflicts,  and  of  ciommaiiding  the  respect,  ik. 
stead  of  incurring  the  censure  ot*  nations,  eiv 
gaged  in  a  stniggle  for  the  rights  of  mankind.^ 
While  liberty  and  peace,  and  the  interchange 
of  the  comforts  and  conveniences  of  life  arc 
restored  to  those  desolated  nations,  and  their 
hearts  overflow  with  gratitude  and  joy,  for 
their  tleliverance  from  oppression;  we  are  ex¬ 
cluded  fnun  this  happy  community,  and  must 
appear  in  their  eyes  as  a  self  imprisoned  na¬ 
tion,  willing  to  receive  the  chains  which  they 
have  broken,  and  to  impose  ufwn  ourselves 
from  choice,  miseries,  which  have  driven  them 
to  exert  the  energy  of  despair. 

By  the  astonishing  reverse  of  fortune  which 
has  befallen  the  emperor  of  France,  Great 
Britain  is  raised  to  an  elevation  of  power, 
which  no  event  within  the  reach  of  any  proba¬ 
ble  calcuiation  can  endanger  or  impair.  It 
should  afford  satisfaction  to  those,  whose  lios- 
tility  has  been  influenced  by  the  belief,  that 
moderatioB  in  her  councils  could  be  expected 
only  from  misfortune  and  defeat;  to  perceive 
that  this  commanding  attitude  lias  not  impaired 
her  disposition  to  an  accomraodatioii  with  our 
country;  that  in  the  day  of  her  most  splendid 
triumph,  her  magnanimity  keeps  pace  with  her 
power,  and  that  she  offers  to  give  us  tliat  peace, 
which  she  conquers  from  all  other  enemies. 
tVe  sincerely  rejoice  to  be  informed,  that  her 
pacific  overtures  have  been  embratred  by  our 
government,  and  that  a  negotiation  for  peace 
will  soon*  be  commenced. 

This  pacific  measure  would  afford  us  encou¬ 


ragement,  if  the  circuitous  course  smd  needless 
delay  attending  the  Hussian  mission,  and  the 
present  warlike  preparations,  of  immense  loans 
and  bounties,  and  new'  levies  of  troops,  did 
not  com|Hd  us  to  fear  that  the  desirable  event 
of  peace  is  yet  at  a  distiuice. 

For  a  successful  issue,  however,  wo  do  not 
conceal  our  most  ardent  wishes,  nor  can  we 
doubt  of  the  eveiit,  ifcondueteil  in  a  spirit  of 
sincerity  aud  good  faitU ;  and  it  is  only  after 
the  failure  of  an  attempt  to  negotiate,  prose¬ 
cuted  with  evidfuice  of  these  dispositions  on 
the  part  of  our  administration,  that  any  volun¬ 
tary  support  of  this  unhappy  war  can  be  ex¬ 
pected  from  our  eonsti^uents. 

The  various  local  subjects  referred  to  our 
consideration  by  your  excellency,  shall  receive 
the  attention  whi<*h  thf*ir  importance  require:?. 
And  w'o  n.iost  cordially  unite  in  our  sentiments 
of  reverence  and  gratitude  to  the  Supreme 
Autlior  ol  ull  good,  under  whose  smiles  the  la¬ 
bour  of  the  husbandman  has  prospered,  arul 
the, internal  tranquility  of  the  slate  has  been 
preserved. 


KKPOllT 

Q/*  the  eDmmittte  an  the  nieJiioriaJ  of  the  direo- 
tors  qf't/ie  A’cn-lCfig'uind  Hank. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the 
inemorifil  and  petition  of  the  [wesideiit  and  di¬ 
rectors  of  tlif’  New-Eiigland  Bank,  established 
in  the  town  of  Boston,  complaining  of  an  ar¬ 
bitrary,  illegal  and  unwarrantable  seizure  and 
deteiUion  of  their  [)i-o})erty  by  the  collector 
of  the  customs  of  the  United  States  for  the 
'^strict  of  .New- York,  and  praying  for  tlio  in- 
f^nosition  of  the  legislature  in  their  behalf; 
rcsf>*etfu!ly  report : 

the  said  bank  was  duly  incorjiorated 
under  ti<>  authority  of  the  state,  is  owned  by 
a  large  iiMiiber  of  its  citizens,  ami  is  entitled, 
in  the  lavnq  prosecution  of  its  concerns,  to 
the  protectio*  and  sup()ort  of  the  state. 

That  the  pc^ident  and  directon5  of  said 
bank,  in  the  counc  of  tlieir  business,  and  for 
the  accommodation  ol*  the  citizens  of  this  com- 
monw'calth,  who  had  received  large  sums  of 
the  bills  ol  hanks  incor|K>raited  within  tlie 
state  of  New'-Tork,  did  receive  a  great  amount 
of  said  hills,  to  ^vit,  the  sum  of  one  hundred 
and  thirty-eight  ‘‘housand,  eight  hundred  and 
seventy-four  dollars :  that,  in  the  eoinnion 
and  ordinary  course  of  mercantile  procedures, 
they  sent  on  an  agent  to  receive  payment  from 
the  salt  New>»York  banks,  with  directions 
that  tbft  specie,  which  should  be  taken  in  pay¬ 
ment  ff  the  san^e,  thou  Id  he  transported  for 
their laecohiit^  by  knd,  to  Boston ;  there  to 
be  d|K)sit«jd  in  the  said  New-England  Bank. 

Tlese  facts  were  pN>ved  to  your  committee 
by  He  most  satisfactory  evidence.  It  further 
ap^ared  to  your  coii]4iitte6,  by  a  great  num- 
beipf  letters^  that  the  demand  upon  the  hanks 
of  Jew- York  was  made  in  an  open,  frank  and 
undsguised  Danuer,  and  that  the  real  desti^ 
nation  of  said  S|ccic,  was  opeply  avowed,  aud 
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pubtldy  made  knon^  in  the  said  city.  The 
specie,  consisting  altogether  of  silver,  was  put 
into  tliree  wagons  in  open  day,  and  was  trans¬ 
ported  out  of  the  city  of  New-York  in  a  man¬ 
ner  which  could  leave  no  doubt  on  the  mind 
of  any  honest  person,  tliat  its  destination  was 
perfectly  lawful  and  honourable.  That  the 
colk'ctor  of  the  city  of  New-York  caused  the 
said  wagons  to  be  Watched  and  seized  at  Ches¬ 
ter,  about  fourteen  miles  from  New-York,  in 
the  usual  route  to  Boston,  whether  with  or 
without  complaint  on  oath,  your  committee 
are  unadvised. 

It  further  appeared  to  your  committee,  that 
tlie  said  collector  was  a  director  of  one  of  the 
said  banks,  of  New- York,  from  wiiich  the  said 
specie,  in  part,  was  taken,  and  a  strong  pre¬ 
sumption  arises  in  their  minds  from  that  fact, ; 
that  he  could  not  have  been  ignorant  of  the 
object  of  the  transportation  of  the  specie  and 
its  destination,  which  it  appears  were  made 
know  n  by  letters,  carried  on  by  tlie  agent,  from 
the  cashier  of  the  New- England  Bank,  and  by 
letters  from  several  gentlemen,  in  the  town 
of  Boston,  to  their  frieiKis  at  New-York. 

That,  even  if  the  said  collector  had  been 
originally  misinformed,  most  ample  time  and 
evidence  were  afforded  to  him  to  correct  his  j 
misapprehension.  That  a  prottjst  was  made 
by  tlie  agent,  of  the  New-England  Bank,  and 
the  facts  made  known  to  the  collector,  which 
only  terminated  in  an  obstinate  adherence  to 
his  first  act  of  oppression.  That  the  money 
was  carried  by  force  to  the  city  of  New-York, 
and  there  deposited,  under  the  authority  of 
the  collector,  in  the  vaults  of  the  Manhattan 
Bank,  of  which  this  same  collector  Is  a  direc¬ 
tor.  Under  tliis  well  authenticated  state  of 
tacts,  as  well  supported  as  any  facts  can  be, 
(considering  the  time  alloitod  to  the  parties)  a 
question  arose  with  your  committee,  wdiether 
the  case  did  not  merit,  and,  indeed,  demand 
the  interference  of  this  legislature  ? 

It  oi’curred  to  your  committee  that  while 
this  legislature  were  pronouncing  the  act,  un¬ 
der  the  oppressive  exercise  of  the  powers  of 
which  tliis  seizure  was  made,  a  violation  of 
tlie  constitution;  it  would  seem  to  be  a  de¬ 
parture  from  our  own  j^rinciplcvS  to  refuse  to 
the  injured  citizens  of  this  cominoiiwealth  the 
interference  and  authority  of  tliis  state,  so  far 
as  that  authority  and  iiiterfercnee  may  avail. 
It  further  appt'ared  to  your  committee,  that  a 
bank,  instituted  under  the  authority  of  the 
state,  and  whose  rights  and  iiiterosts  were  so 
intimately  connected  with  those  of  ail  the 
good  people  of  this  coiuiaon wealth,  the  state 
was  bound  to  exert  whatever  little  iniliH'.nee 
it  might  have  with  the  national  government, 
to  procure  a  more  siieedy  nulress  of  an  unex- 
amphnl  wrong  than  could  be  procured  by  the 
ordinary  course  of  law.  It  appeared  further 
to  your  committee,  tliat  there  would  he  an  ap¬ 
parent  contradiction,  alter  an  appeal  was 
made  to  this  body  to  procure  their  protecting 
aitj,  to  turn  the  petitioners  over  to  a  remedy. 


which  we,  ourselves  declare  to  be  unconsUtu* 
tional :  a  remedy  under  an  act,  whose  provK 
sions  in  many  respects,  and  in  none  more  than 
the  one  under  which  this  seizure  is  made,  we 
have  solemnly  pronounced  to  be  infractions  of 
the  constitution  of  tlie  United  States.* 

Independent  of  this  constitutional  embar¬ 
rassment,  your  committee  thought  that  this 
resembled  many  of  those  extreme  cases  in 
which  a  sovereign  state  would  feel  itself  bolmd 
to  interfere  from  the  urgency  as  well  as  mag¬ 
nitude  of  the  wrong.  I’o  drive  your  citizens 
to  find  sureties  for  their  own  property,  at  a 
distance  of  more  than  two  hundred  miles  from 
their  residence,  or  to  wait  the  sittings  and  de¬ 
lays  of  judicial  courts,  at  a  still  greater  dis¬ 
tance,  when  it  cannot  be  doubted  (unless  the 
national  goveniment  mean  to  abandon  the  ci¬ 
tizens  of  the  United  States,  to  the  oppression 
of  their  remote  officers)  that  a  speedy  remedy 
will  be  given  by  the  president,  appeared  to 
your  committee  to  be  extremely  unjust.  A 
hope  too  has  been  entertained  by  your  com¬ 
mittee,  that  the  national  government  will  see 
in  this  gross  abuse  of  very  dangerous  and 
alarming  power,  motives  for  a  rept^al  of  their 
unconstitutional  arts,  which  neitlicr  a  correct 
view  of  the  consitution,  the  certain  and  dreadful 
sufferings  of  the  people,  nor  the  repeated  ex¬ 
pressions  of  the  legislatures  of  the  oppressed 
and  injured  states,  have  been  hitherta  ade¬ 
quate  to  produce. 

Y  our  committee  therefore,  recommend  the 
adoption  of  the  following  resolutions. 

Resolved^  That  the  seizure  of  one  hundred 
and  thirty-eight  thousand  eight  humired  and 
seventy-four  dollars,  belonging  to  the  presi¬ 
dent  and  directors  of  the  New-England  Bank, 
by  the  collector  of  the  port  of  New-York, 
w'as  a  flagrant  breach  of  duty,  and  a  violatioo 
of  the  rights  of  the  said  corporation. 

Resolved,  That  his  excellency  the  goveroor 
of  this  commonwealth,  be  requested  to  trans¬ 
mit  the  foregoing  resolutions,  together  with 
the  evidence  in  the  support  of  the  complaint 
of  the  luemorialits,  and  of  the  abuse  that  has 
been  conunitted,  to  the  president  of  the  Uni¬ 
ted  States,  with  a  letter  expressive  of  the  sen¬ 
sibility  which  the  legislature  of  Massachusetts 
feels  at  this  outrage  on  the  rights  of  one  of  its 
corporations,  and  its  reliance  that  the  collec¬ 
tor  of  the  district  of  New-York,  will  be  com¬ 
pelled  immediately  to  restore  to  the  memo¬ 
rialists,  or  their  agent  or  representative,  the 
moneys  so  unjustly  seized  and  detained,  with¬ 
out  the  shadow  of  right  Or  progf,  of  its  unlawful 
eniployinent  or  illicit  destination,  and  that  the 
president  will  moreover  be  plea^d,  as  a  small 
atonement  to  the  injured  citizens  of  this  com¬ 
monwealth,  to  remove  the  said  collector  from 
an  offii^e  which  he  fils  with  so  little  advantage 
to  his  fellow  citizens,  or  honor  to  his  eoimtry. 

In  the  house  of  representatives  read  and 
accepted.  TIMOTHY  BIGELOW,  Sprak. 

In  senate  read  and  concurred,  Jan.  27,  ^814. 

JOHN  PHlLLrlFS,  F resident. 
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CONVENTION 

Bf  hveen  hU  Britannic  majesty^  ami  his  majesty 

the  emperor  of  all  the  Rttssias,  signM  at 

Heichenbach,  the  1 5th  of  June,  1813. 

In  the  imnreof  the  Holy  and  llndividef!  Trinity. 

Ilis  majesty  the  king  of  the  united  king¬ 
dom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  his  ma¬ 
jesty  Ute  emperor  of  all  the  Uussias,  have  s|)a- 
red  no  sacriik*>e,  neglected  no  effort,  to  put  a 
limit  to  the  destructive  projects  of  the  enemy 
of  Europe.  It  is  at  a  period  when  Providence 
has  manifestly  favoured  their  arms,  that  their 
majesties,  animated  with  the  desire  of  restor¬ 
ing  indeptjndenec,  pi‘ace,  and  prosjierity  to 
nations,  having  agreed,  with  a  view  of  em¬ 
ploying  all  tlie  means  in  their  power  lor  the 
attainment  of  tiiis  salutary  end,  to  adjust,  by 
a  particular  convention,  Hie  nature  and  ex¬ 
tent  of  the  pecuniary  succours,  an<l  the  assist¬ 
ance  which  the  two  crowms  shall  mutually  af¬ 
ford*  to  each  other  during  this  war.  Accord¬ 
ingly,  they  have  appointed  their  respective 
plenipotentiaries,  namely,  his  majesty  the 
king  of  the  unittnl  kingdom  of  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland,  William  Shaw,  V^iscount  Cath- 
cart,  ambassador  extraordinary  and  plenipo¬ 
tentiary  to  his  majesty  the  emperor  of  all  the 
Hussias  ;  and  on  the  part  of  the  emperor  of 
Russia,  Charles  count  dc  iVesselrodc,  a  privy 
councillor,  ^c.  and  John  D’Anstett,  privy 
councillor,  Alc.  who,  after  having  compared 
and  exchanged  their  full  powers,  have  conclu¬ 
ded  the  following  articles. 

Art.  1.  His  majesty  tlie  emperor  of  all  the 
Russias,  being  firmly  resolved  to  carry  on  the 
present  war  with  the  utmost  energy,  engages 
to  employ  througliout,  one  liundred  and  sixty 
thousand  troops,  of  every  description  of  force, 
exclusive  of  the  garrisons  of  tlic^  tbrtre^sses. 

Art.  2.  To  contribute  on  his  part  to  the 
-same  end,  in  the  most  efiectual  and  prompt 
manner,  his  majesty  the  king  of  Great  Britain 
engages  to  place  at  the  disp(xsal  of  his  majesty 
the  emperor  of  all  the  Russias,  for  the  service 
of  the  year  1813,  the  following  sums  : 

1.  One  million  tliree  hundred  and  thirty 
three  thousand  three  hundn^d  mid  thirty-four 
pounds  sterling,  payable  in  Ixuidon. 

2.  England  takes  upon  herself  the  main¬ 
tenance  of  the  Russian  Heet,  and  the  crews 
thereof,  now  in  the  ports  of  Great  Britain,  an 
expense  estimate<l  at  live  liuadied  thousand 
pounds  sterling. 

•  Art.  3.  The  sum  of  one  million  three  hun¬ 
dred  and.thirty  three  Uionsand  tliree  liundred 
and  thirty  four  jicunds  sterling  diall  be  pay¬ 
able  from  inontli  to  month,  in  suck  manner  as 
that  the  whole  shall  be  discliarged  on  the  1st 
of  Jan.  1814. 

Art.  4.  To  supply  the  deficiency  of  specie, 
the  want  of  wdiich  is  daily  more  I'elt  in  the 
circulation  of  the  continent,  to  combine  in  tins 
imiiortant  contest,  all  tlio  means  which  may 
secure  it  success,  the  two  higji  contracting  par¬ 
ties,  in  concert  with  his  majesty  the  king  of 
Prw^,  have  •greed  tw  resire  sfotes,  payable 


to  bearer,  under  the  denomhiatioA  of  fede»^ 
tive  paper. 

The  amount  of  this  paper  money  shall  not. 
exceed  the  sum  of  five  millions  sterling,  for 
which  the  three  contracting  powers  are  con¬ 
jointly  guarantees.  Two  thirds  of  this  sum 
are  placed  at  the  disposal  of  Russia,  and  one 
third  at  that  of  Prussia. 

The  reimbursement  of  this  sum  of  five 
millions  sterling,  is  to  lie  made  by  the  tlu*ee 
]H)wers  in  the  following  jiroportions,  and  in 
such  manner  tliat  England  shall  take  upon 
herself  three-sixths ;  Russia  two-sixths ;  and 
Prussia  one-sixth. 

This  reimbursement  is  not  to  take  effect 
In  fore  the  1st  day  of  July,  1815,  or  six  months 
after  tlie  conclusion  of  a  definitive  peac*e. 

The  sum  of  five  millions  sterling  of  federa¬ 
tive  paper,  so  to  be  issued  in  the  name  of  the 
three  powers,  is  in  no  case  to  lie  applied  to 
any  other  piir^iose  than  the  exj)enses  of  tlie 
war,  and  the  maintenance  of  tfie  armies  in 
activity. 

A  commission,  named  by  the  three  powers, 
will  regulate  whatever  relates  to  the  distribu¬ 
tion  of  this  sum.  The  payments  are  to  b<i 
made  progressively  from  mouth  to  month; 
All  that  relates,  liowevcr,  to  the  form,  the 
guarantee,  the  issue,  appropriation,  circula¬ 
tion,  and  reimlxirsemcnt  of  this  paper,  is  to 
be  regulated  ii^a  still  more  particular  manner, 
by  a  special  convention,  the  stipulations  where*^ 
of  shall  have  the  same  force  and  validity, 
as  if  they  had  been  inserted  word  for  word  in 
the  present  treaty.  j 

Art.  5.  The  British  government  having 
taken  upon  itself  the  maintenance  of  the  Rus¬ 
sian  fleet,  for  the  sum  of  500,0001.  sterling,  as 
stated  in  article  2,  his  majesty  the  emperor  of 
all  the  Russias  consents,  on  the  other  hand,  to 
the  employment,  by  his  Brituimic  majesty,  of 
the  said  fleet  in  the  European  seas,  in  the  ' 
manner  which  he  may  judge  the  most  useful 
to  tlie  operations  against  the  common  enemy. 

Aar.  0.  Althougii  the  present  conventioa 
stipulates  only  the  succours  to  be  supplied  by 
(b  eat  Britain  during  tlie  year  1813,  still,  a« 
their  reciprocal  ejigagements  are  to  be  in 
force  as  long  as  the  prasont  war  shall  last,  the 
two  high  contracting  parties  formally  promise 
to  concert  anew  on  the  aid  they  are  to  afford 
each  other,  if,  which  God  forbid,  the  war 
should  be  prolonged  beyond  the  aliove-men- 
tioned  period  ;  such  fresh  agreeifient  bein^ 
chiefly  w  ith  a  view  of  giving  a  greater  de- 
velopmcjit  to  their  energies. 

Art.  7.  The  two  high  contracting  parties 
will  act  in  the  most  perfect  concert  with  re¬ 
gard  to  military  operations,  and  will  freely 
communicate  to  each  other  whatever  relates 
to  their  respective  policy.  The  above  also 
reciprocally  engage,  not  to  negoliate  separately 
with  their  common  enemies,  to  sign  neither 
p*^ace,  truce,  nor  any  convention  whatsoever* 
otherwise  than  by  mutual  agreement. 

Art.  8.  Offices  shall  he  ailoired  to  be  a6^ 
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credited  to  tHe  generals  commanding  in  chief 
the  several  armies  in  active  service;  they 
shall  be  at  liberty  to  correspond  witli  their 
courts,  and  keep  them  constantly  informed  of 
the  military  events  which  may  take  place,  as 
well  as  of  every  thing  relative  to  the  opera¬ 
tions  of  those  armies. 

Art.  9.  The  present  convention  shall  be 
ratihed  with  the  least  possible  delay. 

In  witness  whereid*,  the  respective  plenipo¬ 
tentiaries,  have  signed  the  present  convention 
with  their  liands,  and  liave  hereunto  athxed 
the  seal  of  their  arms. 

Done  at  Reicheubacli,  the  3<1  (15th)  - June, 
1813. 

II.  S.l  CATnCART. 

(i..  s.)  Charles  Count  he  Nesselrode. 

(l.  s.)  Jean  d’Ansett. 

THE  ROAD  TollLIN. 

No.  X. 

The  Southern  States  still  opposed  to  encourage¬ 
ments  to  Manufactures, 

MR.  RUSSELL, 

Perhaps  some  of  your  readers  will  think  I 
devote  too  much  time  to  the  subject  of  manu¬ 
factures.  I  know  such  discussions  are  dry,  and 
require  more  thought  than  men  are  willing  to 
bestow  over  tlieir  tea  or  coffee  in  the  morning, 
or  rather  (since  we  have  got  no  far  down  in  the 
Road  to  Ruin,)  their  milk  and  cheese. 

But  it  must  be  remembered,  that  Mr.  Ma¬ 
dison,  Uiough  at  the  head  of  a  party  n)otedly 
hostile  to  manufactures,  adroitly  appt*als  to 
the  interests  of  men  whom  he  will  finally  aban¬ 
don,  and  with  feigned  allection  congratulates 
them  upon  their  prosperity,  at  the  expense  of 
the  other  classes  of  society. 

What  the  chief  magistrate  of  the  union 
deems  worthy  of  so  much  notice,  certainly 
may  deserve  a  serious  investigation. 

I  am  a  friend  to  manufactures ;  a  sincere, 
not  a  hypocritical  one.  I  desire  to  see  the 
gradual  and  natural  increase  of  them,  both  in 
private  families,  and  in  public  establishments; 
but  as  a  friend  I  dread  any  preternatural  ex¬ 
citement,  which  may  induce  men  toplace  their 
capitals,  and  convert  their  industry  into  chan¬ 
nels  which  will  ultimately  prove  dry. 

I  know  that  my  opinions  will  have  little 
W’eight  in  checking  the  course  of  speculation, 
which  is  more  rapid  in  its  progress  than  the 
most  vinilent  epidemic.  But  if  one  valuable 
man  may  be  deterred  by  the  facts  or  reason¬ 
ings  which  I  may  advance,  from  dipping  too  j 
deep,  and  adventuring  too  far  into  this  tor¬ 
rent,  this  freshet  of  speculation,  I  shall  be 
most  amply  rewarded. 

One  point  every  man  will  admit,  that  if  it 
had  not  been  for  the  embarrassments  throw  n 
in  the  way  of  our  commerce  by  embargoes, 
Don-iinportation  and  war,  the  progress  of  our 
manufactures  would  have  been  comparatively 
slow.  Another  point  would  appear  to  me  to 
be  equally  clear,  that  if  peace  should  be  sud¬ 
denly  and  spe  edily  restored,  and  all  protecting 
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and  double  duties  withdrawn,  UiOse  parts  of 
our  manufacturing  establishments  which  have, 
grow  n  out  of  the  times,  will  perish,  or  at  least 
decline. 

The  effect  of  peace  will  not  simply  be  to 
restore  the  wonted  importations  from  Britain, 
but  men  will  act  probably  as  they  have  alrva^ 
acted.  No  phenomenon  is  to  be  expected  to 
operate  in  our  favour.  Tlie  iin|K>rtations  will 
at  tirst  infinitely  exceed  the  demand.  English 
manufactures  will  glut  our  markets  to  the  niia 
of  many  importers,  as  well  as  of  the  manufac¬ 
turers. 

8uch  was  the  operation  of  the  peace  of  1783. 
Such  w'as  the  effect  of  opening  the  trade  to 
Soutli  America  ;  and  such  will  assuredly  bo 
the  effect  w  henever  peace  shall  be  restored  to 
this  unhappy  and  oppressed  country. 

It  will  be  said,  Imwever,  that  the  manu¬ 
facturers  can  stand  this  Jirst  shocks  and  soon 
after  things  will  return  to  their  usual  course. 
Our  manufactures  can  meet  and  successfully 
compete  with  the  British,  protected  as  they 
will  he,  by  double  duties  and  the  favour  of 
Congress. 

It  is  my  present  object  to  show  thattlic  dou¬ 
ble  and  protecting  duties  will  be  instantly  re¬ 
pealed  by  the  southern  states,  who  will  have 
little  or  no  interest  in  manufactures,  but  a 
great  interest  in  buying  cheap. 

in  the  first  place  :  such  has  always  bc^n  the 
southern  policy,  and  such  it  must  always  be. 
Tliey  can  never  be  a  manufacturing  people, 
but  they  must  be  the  great  consumers.  That 
such  were  Mr.  JefftTson’s  opiujons  we  al! 
know,  as  he  wrote  a  w  hole  chapter  in  bis  iVotes 
on  Virginia  against  the  encoui^ement  of 
niaiinfactures.  The  reasons  he  urged  are  as 
applicable  at  this  day  as  they  were  th^. 
IVhen  Mr.  Hamiltoii  made  his  report  in  favour 
of  protecting  duties  to  certain  manufactures, 
it  excited  the  utmost  rage  and  opposition  in 
the  southern  states. 

In  more  recent  instances,  particularly  the 
protecting  duties  in  favour  of  the  manufacture 
of  salt,  the  same  deadly,  selfish  spirit  pre¬ 
vailed.  The  Hon.  Russel  Sturgis,  Esq.  can 
testily  to  the  hostility  discovered  by  the  south¬ 
ern  states,  to  this  infant,  but  important  manu¬ 
facture.  It  is  an  article  of  theirs/  necessitjf^ 
and  if  there  be  any  one  for  which,  in  the  lan¬ 
guage  of  Mr.  Madison,  “  we  ought  to  be  de¬ 
pendent  on  no  nation  on  earth,’*  this  was  the 
article.  Yet  it  is  on  record,  that  notwith¬ 
standing  Uie  eloquence,  zeal  and  perseverance 
of  Mr.  Uuiucy,  and  allliough  it  was  proved  the 
duties  would  not  amount  to  six  cents  per  bead, 
they  refused  this  small  encoiirageuieut  to  the 
manufacture  of  a  necessary  nfVfe, 

To  bo  sure,  their  necessities,  the  poverty  of 
the  treasury,  have  compelled  tliem  to  revive 
the  tax;  but  their  conduct  on  this  subject 
proves,  tliat  as  soon  as  the  necessity  Is  re- 
iiioved,  their  interest  and  their  jealousy  af 
northern  industry y  will  leftd  thfun  to  tiio 

protecting  duty. 
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To  prove,  that  such  are  the  existing  opi¬ 
nions  of  southern  men  on  this  subject,  I  will  now 
cite  passages  from  a  late  work  of  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Taylor,  written  in  1813.  This  gentleman, 
highly  and  deservedly  distinguished  in  Virgi¬ 
nia,  many  years  a  member  of  the  senate  of  the 
United  States,  although  he  differs  from  us  in 
many  of  his  opinions,  is  certainly  entitled  to 
credit  as  representing  the  feelings  of  the 
soutliern  planters  and  farmers.  In  a  work  on 
agriculture  he  devotes  four  chapters  to  prove 
the  ruinous  policy  of  protecting  manufactures 
by  heavy  duties  on  British  or  imported  goods. 

He  considers  it  a  direct  tax  on  the  agricul¬ 
ture  of  the  United  States,  and  so  sound  is  his 
reasoning,  and  so  correct  his  theory,  that  we 
consider  it  unanswerable.  We  are  persuaded 
that  as  soon  as  the  pressure  of  the  war  ceases 
to  make  these  heavy  duties  necessary,  the 
agricultural  states  will  clamour  for  and  pro- 
‘  duce  their  repeal. 

“  The  first  evil,”  says  this  Virginia  patriot^ 
“  which  I  shall  consider,  is  that  of  snhjectiiig  agri¬ 
culture  to  pay  bounties  to  manufactures  by  the 
device  of  protecting  duties. 

“  This  device  was  a  leading  feature  of  Mr. 
Hamilton’s  policy,  which  in  every  item  bore  hard 
upon  agriculture.” 

Again,— 

“  The  American  manufactures  receive  first  a 
bounty  equal  to  freight,  commission,  and  English 
taxes  upon  their  English  rivals;  and,  secondly, 
a  bounty  by  our  own  necessary  imports.  With¬ 
out  protecting  duties^  therefore,  the  American  ma¬ 
nufacturer  gets  for  the  same  article  twenty-five 
per  cent,  more,  and  the  American  agriculturalist 
one  hundred  and  eighty  per  cent,  less  on  his  crop, 
than  the  English  rivals.”  j 

He  had  before  stated  that  wheat  in  England 
was  at  sixteen  shillings  sterling,  and  in  Virgi¬ 
nia  at  six  shillings,  which  is  what  he  alludes 
to  when  he  speaks  of  the  one  hundred  and 
eighty  per  cent,  difference.  He  than  adds, 

“  To  this  enormous  inequality,  protecting  duties 
are  added  further  to  enrich  the  one,  and  impo¬ 
verish  the  other.” 

I  could  cite  fifty  other  strong  and  able  pas¬ 
sages  to  show  that  Virginia  never  will  submit 
to  pay  one  cent,  to  the  encouragement  of  our 
manr^actures.  It  is  a  settled  point  of  Virgi¬ 
nian  policy,  and  the  leopard  will  sooner  change 
his  spots  than  they  w  ill  abandon  it. 

Hence  it  was  that  the  new  duties  have  never 
been  pledged  either  for  the  old  debt  or  the 
new  loan. 

They  have  always  reserved  to  themselves 
the  right  to  rescind  them  at  any  time.  They 
have  only  laid  them  to  jpatify  a  stronger  pas¬ 
sion,  their  hatred  of  Britain.  War  could  not 
.  be  carried  on  without  them.  As  soon  as  peace 
fs  made  they  will  be  repealed. 

But  some  console  themselves  and  say  “  they 
cannot  do  it.  They  will  want  them  to  pay  the 
expenses  of  government  and  the  interest  of 
the  debt.”  They  care  notliing  about  public 
credit. 

If  the  treasury  is  poor,  they  have  a  short 


and  easy  expedient.  They  Will  say  to  the 
holders  of  new  stock,  “  You  loaned  upon  usury. 
When  money  was  at  five  per  cent,  on  good 
private  credit,  Jew  like,  you  took  advantage 
of  the  public  distress  and  you  insisted  on  eight 
per  cent.  Reduce  your  debt  down  to  the  Just 
sum  and  we  can  then  pay  you  your  interest  by 
the  common  duties,  but  we  will  not  saddle 
agriculture  to  feed  the  usurers  of  the  stock 
exchange.” 

That  cannot  be,”  says  Abraham  Closest. 
“  They  can  never  borrow  money  again,  if  they 
do  so.”  Softly,  Mr.  Jew ;  they  know  you 
better.  You  loaned  your  money  before  against 
your  principles,  your  interest  and  your  honour. 
There  will  always  be  found  men  who,  “  for 
thirty  pieces  of  silver,”  will  if  not  Indray 
their  Lord  and  Master,  sell  their  principles, 
their  honor  and  their  country. 

[I  have  just  received  tlie  following  letter;  and 
there  being  a  space  in  the  paper  unoccupied,! 
may  as  well  publish  it.  If  I  am  to  receive  a  let¬ 
ter  from  eveiy  one,  who  may  deem  himself  atUck- 
ed,  I  shall  have  a  w’orld  of  trouble  on  my  hands.} 

[Ed.  Ex. 

Sir — ^Your  two-edged  paper  of  January ‘22,  (by 
what  means  I  know  not)  has  found  its  way  quite 

up  into  the  third  story  of  No.  — , - street, 

by  which  you  have  severely  smitten  me  on  both 
cheeks,  and  really  given  me  much  more  than  I  de¬ 
served.  I  wonder  who  of  my  talking  neighbours, 
has  been  running  to  you,  w  ith  his  scandal,  and  de¬ 
tailing  my  faults  to  you;  if  you  will  let  me  know 
who  it  is,  ni  tell  him,  it  w^ould  be  more  to  his  cre¬ 
dit,  to  look  at  home,  and  let  his  peaceable  neigh- 
boui’s  alone.  You  accuse  me,  sir,  of  being  lazy 
and  supine;  of  not  attending  at  the  rooms  of  the 
w'ard  committees;  andof  being  so  slow-motioned, 
as  not  to  find  my  way  to  the  election  polls,  till  the 
last  day,  in  the  afternoon.  Now,  these  things,  I 
acknowledge,  are  too  tnie  to  be  denied  ;  but  the 
w  hole  truth,  you  know',  is  not  to  be  spoken  at  all 
times.  You  have  no  business  to  blaze  my  faults 
throughout  the  city,  without  first  speaking  to  me, 
in  a  private,  friendly  manner.  You  also  accuse 
me  of  spouting  politics  at  Lang’s,  and  at  porter 
houses;  but  herein  you  are  greatly  mistaken :  you 
never  saw  me  there  in  your  life.  I  acknowledge, 
that  when  in  company  with  democrats,  I  am  ra¬ 
ther  mealy-mouthed;  but  this  is  because  I  hate 
controversy;  and  because  I  have  been  in  the  ha- 
I  bit  of  saving  so  little  in  defence  of  our  good  cause ; 
and  because  I  would  not  stop  at  the  corner  of 
eveiy  street,  and  give  the  noisy  wranglers  a  dis¬ 
pute,  I  have  been  sometimes,  I  believe,  actually 
set  dow  n,  for  what  they  call  “  a  good  repiiOlican.** 
But,  at  a  certain  time,  my  feelings  being  strongly 
excited  against  this  destructive  w'ar,  1  had,  un¬ 
luckily  tlie  fortitude  to  say,  publicly,  that  “  doc¬ 
tor  Madison  had  better  been  asleep,  than  to  have 
introduced  a  remedy,  so  much  worse  than  the  dis¬ 
ease  !”  And  since  that,  they  all  avoid  me,  and  are 
so  satisfied  of  my  being  a  staunch  federalist,  tliat 
they  let  me  entirely  alone.  And  now,  to  con¬ 
clude,  I  will  forgive  you  all  that  is  past,  if  you 
will  but  do  as  much  justice  to  “  the  republican par^ 
ty^^  as  you  have  hitherto  done ;  and  if  you  will 
order  your  paper  to  be  left,  &c. 


